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Copy of Letter from the Commissioners for the Improvement of the 
River Shannon, to A. Y. Spearman, Esq. 

SHANNON COMMISSION. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 9 th December, 1837. 

Sir, — We have the honour to transmit our Second Report on the 
Improvements proposed for the River Shannon, together with the Plans and 
Estimates. 

This Report comprises the consideration of the whole of the operations 
from the mouth of the River up to Tarmonbarry, the point where the Royal 
Canal enters the Shannon. 

Having finally fixed on the nature of the works to be executed, we caused 
distinct and detailed Plans to be prepared of the Lands, Houses, Premises, 
Mills, and Eel Weirs that must be taken, removed, and interfered with, during 
the progress of the works. Notices were published in the Newspapers of the 
adjoining Counties, and also served on the parties concerned. In due time 
we proceeded, according to the Act of Parliament, to hold Courts at Limerick, 
Banagher, Athlone, Longford, and Carrick-on-Shannon, for the purpose of 
receiving evidence respecting the actual value, and explanations regarding 
the property to be affected, which the parties interested thought it advisable 
to offer. 

In these Courts we were assisted by Mr. Sergeant Greene, as Assessor, 
whose professional knowledge was necessary to enable us to come to a proper 
understanding on many legal points of intricacy, some of which still remain 
to be argued before him in Dublin. 

We shall proceed without delay to decide on the amount that, upon the 
information we have collected, shall be considered due to the several parties, 
as compensation for the loss or injury their property may sustain ; it will then 
be our duty again to hold a series of Courts 'in the same districts, for the 
purpose of declaring our decision on the several cases ; and having made the 
amendments, if any, that may be deemed requisite, on such further explana- 
tions which the parties will be at liberty to bring forward, the result will be 
submitted to their Lordships, accompanied by the necessary Plans and 
Documents. 



We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) J. F. BURGOYNE, 

HARRY D. JONES, 
RICHARD GRIFFITH. 



A. Y. Spearman, Esq., 

Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, London. 

A 2 
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SECOND REPORT 



OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 



TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 



May it please your Lordships, 

We, the Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon Navigation, 
appointed by a Treasury Minute of the 24th of November, 1835, pursuant 
to the Act 5th and 6th William IV., cap. 67, had the honour to report 
(17th February, 1836) our general views, after a first inspection of the river. 

In following up the inquiry we have been guided by the principle laid 
down in the above-mentioned Act, which, for convenience, we have appended 
to this Report, and we beg particularly to refer to the preamble, which is as 
follows : — 



“ Whereas the improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon, from 
“ its source in Lough x\llen, in the county of Leitrim, to the mouth of the 
“ said river, will contribute to the general prosperity, commerce, agriculture, 
“ and revenue of Ireland, and also tend to the advantage and improvement of 
i( the respective counties and districts adjoining such Navigation : And 
“ whereas certain surveys have been made under the direction of the Lord 
“ Lieutenant of Ireland, whereby it appears, that the whole course of the 
“ said river, embracing two hundred and thirty-two miles of continuous 
“ navigation, may be improved and thrown open, and rendered effectually 
“ navigable by the execution of divers proposed works ; and it is expedient 
“ that the necessaiy works should be executed under the direction of the 
“ Commissioners for the Promotion and Extension of Public Works in 
“ Ireland, and the control and conservation of such Navigation vested in 
“ them ; and that the expenditure attendant upon the improvement of the 
“ said Navigation shall, in the first instance (when the plans, estimates, and 
“ specifications for the proposed works, together with the conditions under 
“ which such wox-ks shall be proposed to be executed, shall have been 
“ submitted to, and approved of, by Parliament) be defrayed out of the public 
“ revenue, and that one moiety of the sum so advanced shall be a free 
“ grant for the improvement of such Navigation, and the other moiety 
“ repaid by twelve half yearly instalments out of the surplus of the produce 
“ of such tolls as may accrue from the said Navigation, after defraying the 
“ expenses of maintaining the said Navigation: and in case the surplus of 
“ such tolls should prove insufficient, in any year, to pay the annual instal- 
“ ment then due, that the deficit shall be made good by a local rate or assess- 
“ ment upon the counties and districts adjoining such Navigation, and 
“ benefited by the improvement thereof, in such shares and proportions as 
“ may be fixed and established in manner hereinafter mentioned, according 
“ to the particular extent of benefit arising out of such improvement of the 
“ said Navigation to each of the said counties and districts respectively.” 



The Legislature being thus prepared to carry into effect a national under- 
taking so desirable as that of perfecting the Shannon Navigation, according to 
the system already approved of, we have entered into the details necessary for 
carrying the works into execution, and we feel assured that the public will, 
eventually, be amply remunerated for the advance of the funds required, by 
the great increase of internal traffic which must follow their completion. 



Appendix F, 
p. 49. 



Preamble of 
Act of 5 and 6 
Win. IV ? c. 67, 
under which this 
Commission is 
appointed. 
Appendix E. 



Details prepared. 
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SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



We proceed to lay before your Lordships distinct propositions upon 
certain parts of the river, following the divisions which we formerly 
thought it expedient to adopt, and which have met with your Lordships’ 
approbation. r 

These divisions are as follow : — 

First Division'. Lower Shannon, from the sea to Limerick, including 
the River Fergus. 

Second Division.— From Limerick to Killaloe, IS miles. 

Third Division.— From Killaloe to Tarmonbarry, 85 miles. 



FIRST DIVISION. 
Lower Shannon. 



Lower Shannon. 
Limits. 



Estuary up to 
Grass Island. 



Grass Island to 
Limerick. 



Report on Lower 
Shannon, by 
Captain Mudge, 
No. 5, Parliamen- 
tary Papers, 1 1th 
August, 1832. 



Port of Limerick. 



u Thls division comprehends what may be termed the marine portion of the 
Shannon, which extends from the mouth of the river up to Limerick, and 
from the confluence of the Fergus with the Shannon, to the village of Clare 
two miles below the town of Ennis. Owing to the difference in the character 
of the upper and lower parts of this great division, it will be desirable to sub- 
divide it into two portions, each of which will require distinct modes of 
operation for its improvement. 

First, The great sea estuary extending from Kilkadrane and Bale Points 
(assumed, for all practical purposes, to be the western limits of the river,) to 
Grass Island, 15 miles below Limerick ; comprising a distance of 60 miles, 
navigable at all times of tide, affording several points of natural shelter, and 
requiring no improvement in the navigable channels, except a few buoys and 
beacons, to mark particular shoals and rocks. In fixing upon Kilkadrane 
and Bale Points as the virtual entrance of the Shannon, we have adopted 
R 0S r< P 01n ^ s arbitrarily ; at the same time, it would be quite right to admit 
the Cashen River, though a little below that limit, to a participation in the 
geneial measure, on account of its vicinity and of its capability for improve- 
ment, and to the notice that has been taken of it by former engineers with 
reference to the same district. 

Secondly, From Grass Island to Limerick, which partakes more of the 
usual character of tidal river navigation. In this distance is found a com- 
paratively confined and shallow channel, containing numerous rocky shoals 
which, with the rapidity of current occasioned by the great fall at ebb tide, 
create some difficulty in the navigation. 

Captain Mudge, K.N., in a Report, which was presented to Parliament, 
and printed m the year 1832, enters very fully into the details of the obstruc- 
ts that are met with in the Navigation from the sea to Limerick, and up 
the Fergus to the village of Clare ; consequently, it appears unnecessary for 
us to do more, in this place, than to state, that the cost of removing the 
most important of them, and buoying the remainder, will not be considerable. 
And the details of them will be found in that Report, from page 13 to 23, for 
tne Shannon, and from page 28 to 37, for the Fergus. 

The port of Limerick, even in the present state of the Navigation, is acces- 
stole to vessels of considerable burden, but the difficulties and dangers to 
winch they are subjected are numerous, and ought, for the benefit of the 
trading interests, to be removed. 

This is a question that affects general considerations connected with the 
port itself ; and the local, trading, and shipping interests have deemed 
increased accommodation at the city to be of more importance than any 
improvements m the sailing channels that lead to it. 

In the lower part of the river (between. Grass Island and Bale Point) there 
is manifestly a great want of suitable quays, for shipping goods; and also of 
bieak- waters, to afford shelter in situations that are particularly favourable 
mu k US j n ®f s ’ an .d that present, more or less, facilities for their construction. 

I hese deficiencies tend materially to impede the development of the resources 
°f t“ e country, and, in consequence, we have considered it to be our duty to 
P r ®P are plans for works best adapted, in our judgment, to each place. 

1 he most important positions requiring improvement in this part of the 
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river are, Kilrush on the north bank, and Tarbert and Foynes on the south, 
which might severally become places of resort for shipping of all descriptions, 
and are worthy of improvement on a comparatively extended scale. 

KILRUSH, COUNTY OF CLARE. 

The first secure anchorage from the westerly gales, near the mouth of the 
Shannon, is under the lee of Scattery Island, opposite to Kilrush, in the 
county of Clare, where good anchorage is found, protected by Scattery and 
Hog Islands. 

Kilrush has a small creek, which can be entered at high tide. These 
advantages, and a somewhat central position, have caused it to become the 
shipping place for a considerable district ; and, under the encouragement of 
its proprietor,* both the town and its trade have increased considerably. 

The inconvenience of having the port accessible only at certain periods 
of the tide, led to the construction of a small pier, outside of the creek, and 
under cover of Hog Island. 1 ^ 

This pier is too small to answer the demands of the present trade, and, 
in particular, of a steam vessel which frequents it daily from Limerick, and 
which cannot always procure accommodation alongside, for discharging 
its cargo, or landing the passengers. We propose, therefore, to lengthen the 
pier 150 feet, but in a different direction, for the purpose of giving the 
prolongation the most favourable position, as well for the present object 
as for such further extension as may hereafter be required. See Plans Nos. 
8, 9, 10, for the particulars of the proposed work. The estimate amounts to 
£8600. 



TARBERT, COUNTY OF KERRY. 

The first anchorage near the mouth of the river on the south side is at 
Tarbert, seven miles above Kilrush. Here, an island, or rather a peninsula, 
(for it is only separated from the main land for a short time at high tide,) 
affords excellent protection from the prevailing west and south-west winds ; 
but the bay is open to considerable reaches of the river towards the north 
and east. 

« Tarbert is well situated for collecting and embarking the produce of an 
extensive district, but is without any landing quay or accommodation, to 
which vessels can approach to take in cargoes ; and it is this accommodation 
which we think it desirable should be established. 

The usual proposition for carrying that object into effect, has been to erect 
a stone pier at the north-eastern extremity of the island, which would increase 
the shelter, and at the same time afford a shipping place ; but, as in several 
parts of the Shannon, and particularly in the bay of Tarbert, it may be 
observed that all solid projections, whether natural or artificial, have a tendency 
to induce a deposit of mud, and thereby create shoal water where depth is 
most required, we consider that the erection of a solid stone pier would even- 
tually prove injurious to the harbour ; and in lieu thereof, we recommend the 
construction of a wooden pier, consisting of a union of piles and timber frame- 
work, suited to the peculiar nature of the bottom, which in some parts consists 
of solid rock. A pier of this construction will answer all the purposes of a 
shipping quay, and at the same time, (by affording a free passage for the cur- 
rent of the water through the wooden frames,) no accumulation of mud can take 
place within the pier-head. The plans and sections of the proposed work 
are given, and the estimated cost amounts to £8600. 

It is true that, during heavy gales from the east, vessels might not be able 
to use this pjer ; but such gales are of very rare occurrence, and a perfectly 
sheltered harbour could not be obtained without a very large outlay, and 
without adopting views having reference to objects not contemplated in our 
present inquiry. 

Having recommended the adoption of a wooden pier in several situations 
upon this division of the river, it may be proper to remark, it was not done 
without having ascertained, by inquiries, that timber covered by the waters of 
the Shannon is not attacked by the Teredo Navalis, or other destructive 

* Crofton Vandeleur, Esq. 
f See Captain Mudge’s Report, j832, page 25. 



Lower Shannon. 



Kilrush. 



Appendix D. 



Pier. 



Proposed Exten- 
sion of Pier. 

Plans 8, 9, 10. 



Tarbert. 
Situation, &c. 



Advantage of 
Situation. 



Proposed Wooden 
Pier. 



Plans 11, 12. 
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8 SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

Loweb Shannon, marine insects. At the same time, we recommend that all the timber used 
in these piers should previously have been Kyanised. 



Foynes. 



Advantage of 
Situation. 



FOYNES, COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

The harbour of Foynes, on the south side of the river, is situated fen miles 
to the eastward of Tarbert. This place affords excellent shelter from all 
winds, being protected from the south and west by high lands adjoining the 
liver bank, and from the north and north-east by Foynes Island. The har- 
bour, m fact, consists of the channel that separates Foynes Island and the main 
land, m which there is an ample depth of water at all times of tide. 

Foynes is well situated as a converging point for the traffic of the north- 
western portion of the county of Limerick ; an extensive district, not many 
years since the scene of lawless disturbance and agricultural inactivity, but 
now happily under rapid transition into one of peace, industry, and prosperity. 
1 he new roads, made principally at the public expense, have tended in a great 
nieasure to this striking improvement, and a facility of export for the constantly 
. increasing agricultural products of the country 'is much required ; this can 
wLrf. iPP,ng ™ e effected m ? st advantageously by the erection of a shipping wharf at 
roynes, m a situation affording peculiar facilities for the purpose, where there 
is ample depth of water, a sheltered anchorage, an extensive platform in the 
c ?. se *° high road between Limerick and Tarbert, and within 
110° yards of one of the finest limestone quarries in the south of Ireland. 
I his valuable quarry is situated at the western extremity of the limestone 
district, and a facility for shipping stone from it is most desirable, not only as 
a superior material to all others in the district, for the erection of works on the 
phannon itself, but also for burning into lime, to be used in the agricultural 
improvement of the northern coast of the county of Limerick, and also of the 
opposite coast of the county of Clare. 

It may naturally be expected that the produce of the agricultural district 
in the neighbourhood of Foynes will be brought to this quay for shipment, as 
the great post road from Limerick to Tarbert and Tralee passes close to it 
and the facilities for loading and unloading will be far superior to any place 
within a very considerable distance of it. 

Elans 15, 16, 17. We submit a plan of the proposed shipping wharf, and an estimate, 
amounting to £8500. ’ 



Other Harbours 
and Shipping 
Quays, sites for. 



In addition to the harbours above mentioned, there are various others 
which would afford convenient points for shipping the produce of the country 
if accommodation for the vessels were provided, where it can be effected at 
a moderate expense. On the north side, in the county of Clare, are Carrier- 
hoit, Querm, and Cahercon (near Kildysart) ; on the south, Ballylongford 
Wynn, Ivilteery, River Maigue, and the Deel River. 

These several positions having been brought under our consideration, we 
caused surveys, plans, and estimates to be prepared for such works as 
appeared best adapted to the localities of each. The plans and estimates are 
transmitted with this Report. 

No doubt other useful stations may be found, and will eventually be brought 
forward. Y\ e would recommend that m any arrangement determined upon, 
provision be made for their being at any time taken into consideration, either 
as substitutes for, or m addition to, those before mentioned, and made subject 
to the same regulations. J 



CARRIGAHOLT, COUNTY OF CLARE. 

Carrigaholt. From the mention that has frequently been made of this roadstead as a 
harbour of refuge, and the urgent representations that have been put fcft-th for 
improved accommodation for the shipment of agricultural produce, we caused 
a survey of the locality to be made ; and having given the subject every con- 
sideration, we are persuaded that no useful harbour could be formed without 
incurring an enormous outlay ; nor could any sufficient improvement be made 
even tor the accommodation of boats and small vessels, except at an expense 
out of proportion to the advantages anticipated. We have, however pre- 
plans 2, 3. pared a plan for a pier, on the smallest scale, suited to the situation, the 
estimate for which amounts to £5600. 
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FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 9 
QUERIN CREEK, COUNTY OF CLARE, 

Is used chiefly as an asylum for fish'ng vessels ; it has a narrow entrance 
through which that species of craft can run during the westerly gales : it is also 
frequented by small boats, which convey the agricultural produce of the 
neighbouring district to Limerick. The work we recommend is one that 
will allow the produce ol the country to be shipped with much greater facility 
than at present. Estimate, £1160. 

CAHERCON, COUNTY OF CLARE. 

The usual landing place for this neighbourhood has been near the village 
•of Kildysart, at the head of the inlet; but the site opposite to Innismurry 
Island, shown on the Plan, No. 18, has superior advantages. 

1st. It will be equally accessible from the land, by the formation of a small 
road, which the proprietor* has undertaken to construct ; 

2nd. It is well sheltered, and has sufficient depth of water for small vessels, 
and even for a larger class of steamers than those now plying in the river ; 

3rd. It may be touched at by the steam vessels, going up and down the 
river, without making any material deviation from their direct course ; and, 

4th. A good quay may be constructed at a moderate expense. See Plans 
Nos. 18 and 19. The estimate amounts to £1986. 

BALLYLONGFORD, COUNTY OF KERRY. 

This port is situated in the Ballylongford River, half a mile below the town, 
and nearly one mile from the Shannon. It is of some importance, inasmuch as it 
offers a direct means of shipment for the produce of the neighbouring district. 
A small quay has long since been erected at Saleen, but being in a bad situa- 
tion, and not equal to the present traffic, it is proposed to erect anew one lower 
down the river, arranged in such a manner as to be capable of easy extension 
if required ; the plans for which are annexed, see Nos. 6 and 7, and an 
estimate amounting to £1839. Owing to the bar at the entrance of the creek 
and its very winding channel, it is subjected to the great inconvenience of 
being accessible only to the trade boats, at high water. 

GLYNN, COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

The town of Glynn, situated on the southern bank of the Shannon, four 
miles above Tarbert, is well connected with the surrounding country by good 
roads, and has lately become a place of considerable traffic, owing to the 
■establishment of a butter and grain market. 

The shore below the town presents an extended mud bank, through which 
runs a small stream that offers an approach for vessels of light draught at 
bigh water, but is by no means suited to the erection of a landing quay of 
any extent or value. 

A quarter of a mile below the town we have selected a site on which a 
shipping place may be formed, capable of receiving vessels of an increased 
draught of water, but unfortunately, owing to the difficulty of the situation, 
the cost will be considerable. It amounts to £5879. 

KILTEERY, COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

A plan is given of this place, where a small landing quay, capable of afford- 
ing a moderate degree of accommodation, can be constructed, at an expense 
•of £1836. 

DEEL, OR ASKEATON RIVER, COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

This river is at present navigable for small vessels at high water up to the 
town of Askeaton, but owing to the interruption of a ledge of rock which 
■crosses the bed of the river a short distance below the present landing quay, 
we recommend that a new wharf be erected at Corthnasoothera, on the left 

* Bindon Scott, Esq. 

B 



Lower Shannon. 
Querin Creek. 

Plans 4, 5. 

Cahercon. 

Plan No. 18. 



Plans 18, 19. 



Ballylongford. 

Proposed New 
Quay. 
Plans 6, 7. 



Glynn. 



Site of new 
Shipping Place. 

Plan 13. 

Kilteery. 
Plan 14. 



Deel, or Askeaton 
River. 

Plan 20. 

New Wharf. 
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Lower Shannon, bank of the river, and half a mile below the town. It will be necessary 
to connect the proposed wharf with the town by means of a branch road. 

Plan 21 . The estimate for the new wharf amounts to £900. See plan and sections. 
No. 21. 

MAIGUE RIVER, COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 

Maigue River. The river Maigue from its confluence with the Shannon up to the town of 
Adare, is navigable for small vessels at high water. Many years since the 
navigation was improved near the town by the excavation of a new channel 
and the formation of a small basin or harbour. At present these works are 
much out of order. Having caused a careful survey to be made of the river, 
we have now to suggest the several improvements which are represented at 
Plans 22, 23, 24. length on plans Nos. 22, 23, 24. The estimate for these improvements 
amounts to £2770. 

The town of Adare being only ten miles from Limerick by an excellent 
road, and very much farther by an indifferent navigation, the improvement 
of this river can only be considered a matter of minor importance. 

RIVER FERGUS, COUNTY OF CLARE. 

River Fergus. This estuary, which branches to the northward from the main course of the 
Shannon, is of much importance to the county of Clare, being navigable at 
present as far as the Bridge at Clare, two miles to the south of Ennis, the 
county town, and which is situated in the centre of a rich and extensive agri- 
cultural district. Fortunately, as far as the village of Clare, the Fergus 
presents very few impediments to its navigation by vessels of large burden, 
all of which can be removed at a trifling expense. At present the great 
Proposed Wharf, desideratum is a proper shipping wharf at Clare, where vessels can load 
and unload at all times of the tide. Being fully impressed with the impor- 
tance of this station, we have caused a careful survey to be made, and have 
prepared a plan and estimate for a wharf, composed of wooden piles and 
frame- work, which will answer every purpose required, and which may 
hereafter be enlarged if found necessary. 

Utility of extend- The subject of making the river navigable to the town of Ennis has been 
mgtheNavig^ion frequently discussed. The facilities presented by nature for effecting an 
opening through the barrier, at Clare, to the interior basin of deep water, are 
very striking ; but the trade is too inconsiderable to justify, at present, the 
expense of construction and maintenance. The navigation would then, how- 
ever, only reach to within a quarter of a mile of the town of Ennis, and 
it would, therefore, be still necessary to transport the produce that distance, 
by means of carts. Under these circumstances it appears to us more desirable 
to make the shipping point at Clare, as the difference of the cost of carriage 
from Ennis to that place will very little exceed that from Ennis to the 
shipping quay obtained by the improvement, and certainly not sufficiently so 
to counterbalance the cost of rendering the river navigable for large vessels ; 
if confined to a barge navigation, the expense of double shipment would 
much exceed that of the direct carriage from Ennis to Clare. 

Future increase of business may render it expedient to take a different view 
of this project. The estimated expense of the proposed shipping wharf at 
Clare, amounts to £4400. 

Mode Of raising With regard to the mode of raising funds for the several proposed works 
proposed Works m thlS lower dlvl ? lon of the Shannon, we consider that, although these works 
on Lower Shannon. are . connected with the great measure of opening the Shannon, they are not 
entitled, in all cases, to the same extent of public support ; and as the nature 
of the operations will manifestly lead to a great improvement of the properties 
connected with them, and also of the neighbouring country generally, we are 
of opinion that a contribution of a considerable portion of the necessary outlay 
should be provided from private funds, or by baronial assessment. 

We are fully persuaded, that an outlay of public money, say one-third or 
one-half of the amount of the estimate, combined with that of a proportion from 
the neighbouring population and from individual resources, is well worthy 
the consideration of Government, such assistance being required to originate 
and promote the great national improvements that are so much required in 
Ireland, and which cannot be effected, within any reasonable lapse of time, 
without the co-operation of the public. 
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FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE RIVER SHANNON. 11 

In order to ascertain what co-operation might he expected from landed 
proprietors, we published a Notice in the provincial newspapers, inviting 
communications that should make known the extent to which any parties 
would be willing to contribute, and we have received direct offers from six 
individuals, who have expressed a wish to take advantage of the arrange- 
ments we have proposed; namely, from Pierce Mahony, Esq., M.P., Bally- 
longford ; Crofton M. Vandeleur, Esq., Kilrush ; Right Honorable Thomas 
Spring Rice, Foynes; Earl of Clare, Kilteery ; Bindon Scott, Esq., Cahercon; 
Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq., Tarbert. 

It has been intimated to us, that the Inland Steam Navigation Company, who 
have established a useful, regular, and well-conducted communication on the 
Lower Shannon, would, in certain cases, and for a moderate degree of necessary 
accommodation, contribute a portion of the funds to be provided by indivi- 
duals ; and we are of opinion, that such arrangements in aid should be 
admitted, subject to an agreement on the part of the Steam Company, to such 
terms as would protect the interest of the public, by preventing any undue 
extent of peculiar advantages. 

The following arrangement is proposed as a means of defraying the expense 
of constructing the undermentioned piers and landing wharfs, in the district of 
the Lower Shannon : — 





Public. 


District. 


Proprietors. 


Kilrush, .... 


One-half. 


— One-fourth. 


— One-fourth. 


Tarbert, .... 


One-half. 


— One-fourth. 


— One-fourth. 


Foynes, .... 


One-half. 


_ 


— One-half. 


Askeaton, 


One-third. 


— One-third. 


One-third. 


Adare, .... 


One-third. 


— One-third. 


— One-third. 


Cahercon, 


One-third. 


— One-third. 


— One-third. 



The wharf at Clare may be considered as the shipping point for the central 
district of the county of Clare, and in this view it differs from the several piers 
and wharfs already treated of. The village of Clare is a divided property, in 
which no individual possesses a sufficient interest to warrant our calling upon 
him for a special contribution towards the proposed works ; consequently, in 
this case, we think it our duty to recommend that two-thirds of the amount 
to be expended, shall be contributed by the surrounding districts, as follows 





Public. 


Districts. 


Baronies to 
be Assessed. 






One-third, 


• — Inchiquin. 


Clare Harbour, 


. One-third. 


One-sixth, 


— Bunratty. 






One-sixth, 


' — The Islands. 



In respect to the maintenance of the several proposed works, buoys, 
beacons, &c,., we should recommend that a low toll, proportionate to that object 
only, be levied; and, if the trade increases considerably, a fund will be provided 
equal to effect such additions or improvements as the situation may require, 
but without contemplating any repayment of the original outlay. 

We believe such policy to be the only one applicable to the success of the 
beneficial objects contemplated by this measure generally. 

We have already adverted to the portion of the river between Grass Island 
and Limerick, as being peculiarly the approach to that port ; we need not, 
therefore, enter upon the consideration of it in this place. 



SECOND DIVISION. 

From Limerick to Killaloe, (15 Miles.) 

Immediately below Thomond-bridge, in the city of Limerick, the tidal 
waters of the Shannon meet an obstruction which occasions a fall ; the river, 
therefore, from Limerick partakes of the usual character of an internal fresh 
water navigation, with this one peculiarity, that, excepting at certain falls and 
shoals, very few of which are of great magnitude, its whole course consists 
of wide and deep waters, with banks generally low, and subject to inundations. 

B 2 



Lower Shannon. 
Appendix A. 

Co-operation of 
landed Proprietors. 



Proportions of 
Contributions on 
Lower Shannon- 



Clare Wharf. 



Maintenance of 
proposed work. 



From Limerick 
to Killaloe. 

General Descrip- 
tion of Navigation. 
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From Limerick Many years ago partial efforts were made, under the express protection of 
to Killaloe. fj, e I r i s h Parliament, to render the Shannon navigable, by removing shoals, 
General Obser- and constructing lateral canals, with locks, in order to avoid the falls. 

rations. One associated body or another, some private, others under Government 

organization, were charged at various times and in different parts with these 
operations; but the works, not having been undertaken on enlarged views, or 
on a substantial basis, have always been inefficient, and the successive mea- 
sures of alteration and improvement which led to a great aggregate expenditure, 
have ended, after all, in an imperfect and unsatisfactory result. 

It is our duty to endeavour to recommend such measures as shall perma- 
nently meet the wants of this important Navigation, at least so far as the 
present state of hydrodynamical science can guide us. 

Should it even be thought advisable to defer, for the present, the execu- 
tion of any part of our plan, we recommend that each successive portion 
should be so undertaken as to lead towards the eventual attainment of a perfect 
work: and for the guidance of the Legislature in any decision they may come 
to in regard to the works recommended to be executed, we shall, in a subse- 
quent part of our Report, detail the importance of each, and place them 
in the order in which we conceive they ought to be commenced. 

We consider it necessary to advert to this principle, which it is proposed to 
adopt, in order to meet the specious reasoning which is sometimes advanced, 
that slight partial improvements, at a small expense, are sufficient to remove 
the principal existing inconveniencies. 

We believe such a system to be impolitic, and one for the correction of 
which this Commission was appointed. It would only, we think, tend 
to a continuation of the evil above alluded to — a continued expenditure, 
without any profitable result. 

There are to be found, in the history of the River Shannon, striking proofs of 
the deceptive estimates that may be formed on cursory observations, and of the 
difficulties of obtaining given results. In an old pamphlet, published in 1746, 
it is stated, as an argument in favour of such economical and temporising 
expedients, that “ Doctor Bolton, Archbishop of Cashel, frequently declared, 
that he would undertake to have all the difficulties between Lough Allen arid 
Killaloe removed, so that vessels of 30 tons might pass and repass easily at 
all times of the year, for the sum of £3000 and the ingenious Mr. Gilbert, 
“ after three months employed in trying levels, planning the river course, and 
computing the expense, estimated that for £21,000 the river might be made 
navigable from Killaloe to Limerick.” 

Such estimates as these would, no doubt, be corrected in a great degree 
before the works were actually commenced ; but probably much obloquy 
would be attached to the engineer who ventured to point out the fallacy 
of the calculations, and the enormous increase which, if he judged rightly, he 
would find it necessary to add ; and which might possibly deter him from 
stating it to its full extent. 

Hitherto the nature of the Shannon has presented a formidable impediment 
to its navigation, owing to its width of channel, (expanding, in many places, 
into considerable lakes,) and its low banks, which are frequently overflowed, 
in many parts, for six months in every year. 

Barges adapted to the occasional locks and artificial canals, could not make 
way against contrary winds, without towing-paths, the expense of construct- 
ing and maintaining which would have been very great in those portions having 
the usual character of a river, and impracticable along the lakes. 

The introduction of steam vessels, for the conveyance of passengers and 
small parcels, and for towing barges, not only overcomes that difficulty, 
but converts the cause of it to what may now be deemed one of the great 
advantages of this magnificent river. 

This useful propelling power has been already established by a spirited 
Company, in a superior manner, on the only portion of the river at present 
adapted for it; and with this example before us, we strongly recommend 
that the river be made available for the introduction of steam power, wherever 
the obstructions shall not be so frequent as to render its use unadvisable. 

We now proceed to the consideration of the division of the river imme- 
diately above Limerick, and from thence to Killaloe, a distance of 15 statute 
miles, in which is an ascent of 97 feet, rendered passable by occasional lateral 
canals and locks, called the “ Limerick Navigation ” 
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Till of late years, Lough Derg, the commencement of which is at Killaloe, 
formed a great impediment to any further intercourse by water, or rather a 
perfect barrier to regular traffic; and the trade from Limerick to Killaloe 
being insignificant, the works of this Navigation were not maintained in good 
condition, the revenue from the tolls being quite insufficient for their support, 
and the Government, by whom an annual grant was obtained from Parliament, 
was not prepared to incur any greater expenditure than what was sufficient to 
maintain a passable communication. About the years 1829 or 1830, the 
applicability of steam vessels to the lakes above Killaloe became manifest. The 
trade of Limerick was increasing, with every prospect of further improve- 
ment; and this Navigation, connecting a great portion of the interior with that 
port, and one of the divisions of water communication with Dublin by the 
Grand Canal, became of much importance. A Company was formed, who 
obtained an Act of Parliament, transferring to them the entire possession of 
this Navigation, on the condition of expanding £3,000 in the reconstruction of 
a bridge at Limerick,* which at the time impeded the passage of vessels com- 
municating with the port from the canal. 

The Company, which is styled the Limerick Navigation Company, was 
restricted to a dividend not exceeding ten per cent, on the £3000 stock ; and 
if there should be a surplus revenue, it was to be expended in improving 
the Navigation, or the tolls were to be reduced. 

The revenue derived from the tolls and property, has since risen succes- 
sively to — Tolls, £1,494 8s. 9 d.; Rents, £303 6s. 2d.; making a total, on 
the year 1835, of £ 1,797 14s. lid., on which, as security, the Board of 
Public Works has advanced, in two loans, a sum amounting to £14,000, by 
means of which the works have been put into fair order, though consider- 
able improvements might still be made. 

We recommend, that on allowing a full compensation to the Company 
for the value of their stock, possession of this line should be again resumed 
by the public, in order to bring it with the rest of the Shannon, from Limerick 
to its source, under one general system of management and control. 

It is right to slate that the Company remonstrate against such an arrange- 
ment, on the plea that this Navigation is likely to produce considerable 
surplus profits, and which would tend to the peculiar advantage of its own 
particular district. 

To this principle of monoply we are decidedly opposed; and we are of 
opinion, that where the Public is prepared to make a great sacrifice, it would 
be unreasonable to expect it to take up merely the bad and difficult portions 
of the Navigation, and leave such as may be more favourable in other hands, 
to enjoy the great advantages which the improvements in other parts must 
necessarily create : and we would therefore suggest, that the works of this 
part of the Navigation should be blended with those of the entire river, and 
that the surplus profits should go into the general fund, and be appropriated 
to the improvement of other more extensive or less profitable portions. 

We assume that the tolls in all parts will be fixed at very moderate rates; 
and considering the numerous locks, and consequent expense attendant upon 
the maintenance of this portion of the Navigation, the amount of debt already 
incurred, the further improvements of which it is susceptible, and which will 
be desirable should the increase of business be to the extent anticipated, we 
see no probability of any great excess of income, or of any hardship whatever 
in the arrangement we propose ; nor do we consider it a reasonable inference, 
that the restrictions under which the Company are at present placed will 
insure all the benefits which such provision ostensibly holds out. 

The natural expectation must be, that when the Company have secured 
their ten per cent, dividend, should the concern be very profitable, they 
might yield to the temptation, which would then be presented, of squandering 
the surplus funds in expensive salaries, establishments, or other extravagancies. 

The present managers, who are few in number, are well known to be quite 
incapable of making an improper use of the funds ; but it does not follow that 
their successors would be influenced by the same high feelings, and general 
experience justifies the anticipation that such abuses might arise. 

In dealing with this portion of the river, with a view to its amelioration as 
a navigation, many interesting improvements on a large scale suggested them- 
selves; but in our proposition for immediate execution, we have considered, that 

* Balls bridge. 



From Limerick 
to Killaloe. 

Limerick Navi- 
gation. 



Appendix B. 
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thl ! Navigation being at present generally in a respectable condition, we should 
_ not be justified m now proposing more than a few improvements, and some 
Proposed Works , T w" ? r ™ de 1 l ; ed necessary for the more free discharge of the waters ; viz.. 
Proposed Works. 1. A Weir at IUan-arone ;» 2. Wooden Bridge at Plassey ; 3. Weir at 
World s End ;* 4. Clearing away Shoals. 

Detailed estimates with descriptive plans of the above works will be found 
annexed to the Report. 

We certainly feel strongly inclined to recommend, though not for present 
adoption, one considerable undertaking, namely an artificial canal from a 
point above Errina lock to Cussane lock, which would complete a still- water 
navigation throughout, and by thus avoiding the river itself (except when 
necessarily crossing at Plassey ) render the intercourse more certain and easy. 

We deem tills improvement so important, and one so certain of execution 
should trade greatly increase, that, although we have not included it in 
the projects lor present consideration, we have had plans and estimates for 
it prepared. 

«, IU 1Sying d ,°T n a pIan ° r P rinci P Ie for the improvement of the 

of theThlnZ. ? haI T%T e dete ™“ ed ’ after mature consideration, to adopt that suggested 
by Mr. Rhodes in his valuable Report on this River, ordered by the 
House of Commons to be printed 10th of June, 1833. We allude more parti- 
cularly to the middle and upper portions, which extend from Killaloe nearly in 
a northern directmn through the centre of Ireland to Lough Allen, a distance 
of 122 miles, m which length the fall does not exceed forty-six feet five 
inches. This remarkable part of the Shannon, as already expressed in our 
former Report, may be characterized as a chain of lakes connected by a broad 
and sluggish river, which rarely exhibits any visible current except at the 
tails and shoals, between each of which the depth of water varies from ten 
to twenty feet. As originally planned and partially executed, a lock was 
placed at every trifling shoal, even where the fall did not exceed nine inches: 
but Mr. Rhodes having ascertained that if the smaller shoals were removed, 
there would, m each case, be abundant depth of water above them, we de- 
termined to adopt llis suggestion, and recommend that the Shannon be 
rendered navigable at all seasons of the year, by the erection of locks and 
regulating weirs at the great falls ; and that the shoals intervening between 
them be removed by steam dredge-boats or otherwise. The object of the 
weirs is to penn up the water to a certain height, so as to preserve in the 
driest seasons a depth of at least six feet six inches in the shallowest parts; 
and at the same time, by extending their length considerably beyond the direct 
breadth of the river, and by removing all eel weirs and other artificial as well as 
natural obstructions to the current from below the falls, we anticipate such an 
mci eased rapidity in the discharge of the water in wet seasons, as to prevent 
the flat meadow lands adjoining the river banks being flooded as they are at 
present, during at least six months in the year. We recommend that the 
two principal locks, viz., at Meelick and AtMone, should be suited to the 
passage or large steam vessels. 

At Killaloe we propose to erect a weir across the river, for the regulation 
oi the waters as far as Meelick. A constant and regular water power will 
thus be created, to which extensive and powerful machinery may be applied • 
m winter or times of heavy rains there will be an overfall adequate to the dis- 
charge of the superfluous waters, so as to prevent the evils arising from the 
overflowing of vast tracts of land adjoining the river and lake, which are 
inundated during the whole of the winter months, and frequently duiW the 
autumn. ^ J => 

The weir at Killaloe, according to calculation, will be of sufficient extent 
to prevent these heavy floods, and to keep the waters of the river from rising 
over its natural banks ; but there may still be short periods, when very hio-h 
winds, blowing m certain directions over so large an expanse of water as LouSh 
Derg, combined with a full river, may partially impede the discharge “of 
the waters; but the extent of the evil, and its duration, will, even under 
those circumstances, be much reduced, and the great portion of the lands 
adjoining the river will be considerably improved. 

* After witnessing the effect produced by clearing away obstructions in the river, it may be found 
“ nerty ,mF ° Ve S 0t “ 1C tW0 “” ls rathei ,h ” n “ ki,1 S : the cost 



Regulating Weir 
at Killaloe. 
Plans 31, 32, 
33, 34. 
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THIRD DIVISION. 

From Killaloe to Tarmonbarry, (85 Miles.) 

Lough Derg, a fine open sheet of water, twenty-three miles in length, and 
varying in breadth from two to six miles, is, at present, navigated by large 
steamers, of 90 horse power, and consequently requires little notice from us. 

Some additional buoys and beacons are very desirable, and it may be found 
practicable to remove, altogether, a few rocks of small extent, which, 
being in or near the lines of traffic, and surrounded by deep water, create 
danger in stormy weather ; a small sum is inserted in the estimate for the 
purpose; but this does not include the opening of the passage across the shoal 
at Derry Island, the northern entrance of the lake, particulars of which are 
given, and a sum introduced into the estimate to cover the expense. 

On the introduction of steam navigation on the lake, a great want of places 
of shelter for the trading boats, and of landing quays, and of roads to them 
was experienced. 

This has since been partially removed, at a few leading points, chiefly by 
the exertions of the Steam Navigation Company. 

Many more facilities for trade, of the same nature, are still required, and 
these wants will become, from time to time, more apparent, as the means of 
intercourse and the general state of the country shall improve ; but as such 
objects are intimately connected with the interests and advantages of indivi- 
duals, or of small adjacent districts, we think they may be fairly left to local 
exertion and enterprise, but, when necessary, some assistance should be given 
by the public, on the principle of the legislative encouragement, which we 
hope to see constantly increasing, for the promotion of public works in 
Ireland. 

At the north end of Lough Derg, commences an extent of river course of 
thirty-six miles to Lough Ree, usually called the Middle Shannon ; in this 
space the Suck, its largest tributary, running through the counties of 
Galway and Roscommon, enters from the west, and a few miles lower down, 
on the opposite bank, the Shannon is joined by the Grand Canal from Dublin. 

The Suck, Scariff, Brusna, Inny, and other tributaries, will be considered 
in a subsequent Report. 

The Middle Shannon was, till of late years, of very little value, except as 
it might become a feeder to the Grand Canal. 

The lakes at either end rendered any communication beyond its extremities 
too precarious for the sailing craft adapted for canal navigation, to induce con- 
stant or regular traffic. 

In the year 1806, this portion of the river was consigned into the hands 
of the Grand Canal Company, with a grant of £52,000, under the condition, 
that it should be placed and maintained in a certain stipulated degree of 
efficiency. 

Many complaints have been made, from time to time, against the Company 
for breach of this contract, and neglect of the Navigation. The Company, 
on the other hand, affirm that the wmrks have been supported in a reasonable 
degree of efficiency. — See Report from Grand Canal Company, 25th October, 
1836, Appendix C, p. 41. 

Mr. Rhodes, on the contrary, in his Report to Colonel Burgoyne, dated 
12th February, 1833, page 93, printed by order of the House of Commons, 
states as follows : — 

“ It will be seen that this whole line of Navigation, from Portumna to 
“ Athlone, is in a state of the utmost inefficiency and neglect. This is much 
“ to be regretted, as it must be quite evident, from this part of the Navigation 
“ being central, that any inattention to its efficiency cannot but prove detri- 
“ mental to the commerce of all the other parts ; when, by the completion 
“ and properly maintaining these works, by the Grand Canal Company, it 
“ would, no doubt, be attended with profit to themselves to an incalculable 
“ extent, and certainly with benefit to the traders upon the banks of the River 
(e Shannon, and to the country at large.” 

It is a part of the river which it is important to put on an entirely new 
system, and as it will be desirable to place the whole Navigation from 
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Mid. Shannon. Limerick to Lough Alien under the same general superintendance, we propose 
that it should he taken out of the hands of the Grand Canal Company, and 
vested in a Board of Public Commissioners. The present prospective interests 
ot the Company would not sufler by this transfer : they now derive no revenue 
from it, and any improvement of this part of the Navigation and country 
must tend to the increase of the traffic on the Grand Canal to Dublin. 

Appendix C. The Company do not profess to object to such an arrangement, if considered 
desirable for the public, but they lay claim to some recompense for thus 
yielding what they deem to be their rights and property, and more especially, 
as they consider that they suffered much hardship bv the mode in which this 
part of the river was, as they state, in a manner forced upon them, originally, 
entailing upon their funds a considerable sacrifice of outlay, far exceeding tile 
amount of any benefit which they derived from it. 

It is not within our province to balance those old claims, or enter into the 
consideration of any adjustment beyond that of the immediate find existing 
value of the property to be abstracted for carrying into execution the 
measures we recommend ; and as this property yields no profit to the Com- 
pany, they cannot be considered to have any interest in it. 

We cannot, however, hesitate in recommending to the most favourable 
consideration of the Legislature, any encouragement that can be given to so 
very, important a national work as the Grand Canal, which is capable of vast 
improvements, and which is struggling through many dilliculties— difficul- 
ties, it may be said, which have arisen in a great measure through the mis- 
management of the Company ; an assertion, however, only to be maintained 
by looking back to old times, and to be ascribed to erroneous views and 
systems long since passed away. Similar proceedings can hardly recur ; 
and any boon now conferred upon the Company, in the way of recompense 
on account of this claim, might, and doubtless would, he expended on im- 
provements of the canal navigation, and thereby tend to increase its traffic 
by rendering the navigation more perfect than at present. 



Pr 2p*iu“ e s ’of° d r.- We ha ™ now t0 'Scribe the state of this part of the Shannon, its oapabi- 
improvement. lltles ’ j> nd measures we would propose for its improvement; in which we 
may, tor the sake of clearness, have to repeat, in some degree, a statement 
of the principles which we have previously advanced. 

Lough Derg. Lough Derg is a remarkably fine lake for navigation, 23 miles long, having 
Plans 35, 36,37.38. deep water, and being very free from dangers or obstructions. From thence 
to Lough Ree, a distance of 36 miles, the general character of the river is that 
of a broad deep channel, with occasional falls, which are passed by lateral 
canals, with locks, and a few shoals, caused by the obstruction of ridges 
consisting chiefly of hard gravel (mixed occasionally with a little rock)’ 
which have been hitherto but imperfectly opened. 

There are at present four locks in this distance ; but as the difference of 
level between the two lakes is but 16 feet, we have ascertained that two 
of them can be advantageously dispensed with, and that an excellent navi- 
gation can be formed throughout the entire distance, by deepening the chan- 
nels at the shoals in general, including those of Banagher and Shannon Bridge 
the sites of the two locks to be removed. 



It is very necessary that the two locks to be retained, viz., at Meelick and 
Athlone, should be reconstructed, those now existing being quite inadequate 
and not precisely situated in the best positions for our proposed object. ’ 
Lough Ree. Lough Ree is another fine sheet of broad water, 18 miles in len<>th, with 
Plan 75. however, a very soft shoaly bank at its northern extremity, and a somewhat 

intricate rocky passage, though of small extent, in the middle. At Lanes- 
borough, situated at the northern extremity of the lake, is an obstruction 
giving a fall of nine inches, or a foot, which is passed by a lock, and thence 
there is deep water, with a few occasional shoals, but no difference of level 
to affect the navigation, up to Tarmonbarry— a distance of eight miles. 

The slight obstruction at Lanesborough can be easily removed, so as to 
form a continuous navigable course ; and thus, for the whole extent between 
Killaloe and Tarmonbarry, a distance of 85 miles, there will be an unrivalled 
lake and river navigation, with an abundant depth of water throughout, and 
having but two locks — one at Meelick, nine miles above the northern extremity 
of Lough Derg, and the other at Athlone, close to the southern extremity of 
Lough Ree. This portion of the river, passing as it does, through the 
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centre of Ireland, nearly in a north and south direction, is connected with 
Dublin by means of the Grand and Royal Canals, which join the Shannon, 
the former at Shannon Harbour, near Banagher, to the north of Lough Derg; 
and the latter at Tarmonbarry, eight miles to the north of Lough Ree. 

Owing to the peculiarity of the Shannon, a navigation of this kind 
would, hitherto, have been comparatively useless. The banks are flat, 
and very slightly elevated above the surface of the water, and, consequently, 
are liable to floods. The river is usually of considerable width, and 
frequently shallow near the banks — circumstances which would render the 
formation of towing-paths difficult, and in many parts (particularly in the 
lakes) quite impracticable, as previously described; while the prevailing 
south-west wind is very adverse to the use of sails in passing down the river. 
These inconveniences were formerly felt;* and consequently, even in the best 
and most open parts of the river, no regular traffic was undertaken. But 
all such difficulties vanish on the introduction of steam power — a system 
which, even under the obstructions of the present imperfect navigation, has 
already been successfully practised by the Inland Steam Navigation Company, 
though at great comparative expense, owing to the necessity of using small 
vessels in some parts of the river, and large and powerful ones on the broad 
waters of Lough Derg. 

It is most desirable that steam vessels, of dimensions suitable to Lough 
Derg and Lough Ree, should also have a facility of passing through the 
intermediate part of the river ; consequently, we have no hesitation in pro- 
posing that the two locks on the Middle Shannon, with the few necessary 
swivel bridges, should be of dimensions suitable to such large class of 
steamers ; the chambers of these locks to be 140 feet long and 40 feet wide. 
At Tarmonbarry our present recommendations cease : but we are continuing 
our researches from thence up to Lough Allen, a distance of 40 miles ; and 
great exertions are being made to enable us to present our Report on that part 
of the river as speedily as possible. 

The banks of that portion of the river of which we have now been treating, 
are in many parts subject to floods, which extend more or less over the 
country, reducing the herbage to a coarse quality, covering the lower meadows 
or callows for several months consecutively, and not unfrequently inundating 
them in summer, and thereby destroying the hay crop. 

There cannot be a doubt that a successful regulation to prevent the rising 
of the waters, such as we anticipate from the effect of the weirs at the falls of 
Killaloe, Meelick, and Athlone, will cause a great, though unequal degree 
of improvement in the lands that are thus subject to the floods; such as 
are naturally fertile, though now covered by herbage of a coarse quality, 
may hereafter be tilled, and become profitable under arable cultivation; or, if 
preferred, may be continued as meadows, but of very superior quality; and 
many portions of the lands relieved from the most injurious inundations, will, 
in future, be susceptible of irrigation at pleasure. 

The expenses to be incurred in carrying the proposed and necessary 
improvements into effect, will be as follow : — 

First Division . — The Lower Shannon, from the sea to 
Limerick, including the river Fergus, . . £52,070 

The works connected with this part of the Navigation 
being distinct operations, and, in a great measure, depen- 
dant on voluntary contributions, cannot be deemed certain. 

Second Div ision.— From Limerick to Killaloe, 15 miles, . 22,200 

Third Division . — From Killaloe to Tarmonbarry, 85 miles, 188,507 
The Estimate for the Third Division includes new bridges 
at Banagher and Athlone, the moiety of which will be 
provided for distinctly, by assessment on the adjacent 
counties. 



Steam Engine, V essels and Machinery for dredging Shoals, 
Total for Works, . 



4,000 



£266,777 



* At a part of . the river near Lodge-cut, boats often have been detained a fortnight by westerly 
winds, without being able to proceed. 

c 



Mro. Shannon. 



Difficulties in the 
Navigation. 



Introduction of 
Steam Power on 
the Navigation. 



Flooded Lands. 



Plans 39, 40. 



Abstract of Esti- 
mates, p. 21. 
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Mid. Shannon. 

Mode of raising 
Funds for the 
proposed Works. 



It now becomes our duty, in compliance with our instructions, to take into 
consideration the financial measures which are to regulate the whole of these 
operations. It is one which we undertake with much diffidence, from the 
certainty that, under the circumstances, it will be out of our power to give 
satisfaction to all parties. 

The objects to be gained are of such general and peculiarly national 
importance, and the benefits arising from them will be so greatly extended, 
that we should have rejoiced had the execution been made one of exclusive 
national outlay. 

The Act of 5 & 6 Wm. IV., cap. 67, implies otherwise, and directs that 
one moiety only of the expense should be a free grant, and that the other, 
having been advanced out of the public revenue, should be repaid by twelve 
half-yearly instalments, but of the surplus of the produce of such tolls as may 
accrue from the said Navigation, after defraying the expenses of its mainte- 
nance, and if such surplus should be insufficient in any year to pay the annual 
instalment, the deficit shall be made good by an assessment upon the 
several counties and districts that will be more peculiarly benefited, in such 
shares and proportions as may be deemed equitable by the Commissioners 
appointed under that Act. 

Below Limerick we have suggested that the works should be undertaken 
only on the voluntary co-operation of the proprietors with the public, and 
for the main works on the Shannon above Killaloe, we would recommend 
that the contributions of the undermentioned Counties and Baronies be classed 
m the proportions specified in the following Table : — 



Proportions in which it is recommended that the Sums of Money required 
for the Execution of the Works on this division of the River should be 
provided. 



Let us suppose that the whole expense will amount to £200,000 ; if we 
divide that sum into 44 parts, — 



According to the principle of Act 5 & 6 Wm. IV., cap. 67, 
The Public will defray one half, or ... 


Parts. £ s. 

22 = 100,000 0 


d, 

0 


Counties to be 


Baronies to be 


Proportions 
or No. of 
Parts to be 
assessed off 


Proportions 
or No. of 
Parts to be 










the County 
at Large. 


off the 
Baronies. 






Tipperary, . . 


f Upper and 
\ Lower Ormond, 


} 2 


2 


4 = 18,181 16 


4 


King’s County, . 


Garrycastle, . 


1 


1 


2 = 9,090 18 


2 


Clare, .... 


Tullagh, 


1 


1 


2 = 9,090 18 


2 


Galway, . . . 


f Leitrim, and 
\ Longford, . . 


} 2 


2 


4 = 18,181 16 


4 


Roscommon, 


C Moycame, 

< Athlone, and 
(, Roscommon, . 


} 2 


2 


4 = 18,181 16 


4 


Westmeath, . . 


fBrawney, and 
\ Kilkenny- West, 


} 2 


2 


4 = 18,181 16 


4 


Longford, . . 


C Rathcline, 

< Moydow, and 
( Longford, . . 


} ' 


1 


2 = 9,090 18 


2 




Total Number of Parts, 




44 = 199,999 19 


10 
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This Table has been formed on the supposition, that, in the first instance at 
least, the surplus derivable from tolls over and above the cost of maintenance 
will be small ; and probably it will not be considerable at any time, as we 
deem it better policy to endeavour to increase the amount of traffic by 
fixing a low scale of tollage, rather than run the risk of diminishing the 
general trade on the river, by raising the tolls with a view to increase the 
amount of the revenue. 

With regard to an applotment upon individuals, in proportion to the benefit 
to accrue to their respective lands, we had that measure long under anxious 
consideration. We had the extent of the flooded lands accurately surveyed, 
and employed valuators to draw up a scale of probable effects ; but it is 
almost impossible to define the precise extent of those prospective advantages. 
The benefit will be partial, perhaps imperceptible, and almost entirely depen- 
dent upon future management ; for many of these lands, under the present 
disadvantages, yield a good rent. The tax must- be so inconsiderable, so 
difficult to applot and to levy, and of so irritating a character, that we cannot 
perceive how it can be done with justice, and therefore do not recommend its 
being attempted. 

When lands that are perfectly waste and unproductive are brought into an 
improved condition, by a general measure, it seems quite reasonable to tax 
them for the expense, to an amount not exceeding, by possibility, that of the 
improved income to be obtained ; but parties might reasonably complain of a 
forced assessment on those which are already productive, for improvements 
of a doubtful and partial character, though certain in their general effects. 

BRIDGES OVER THE SHANNON.. 

In the progress of our investigations, we found it necessary to make surveys 
at the sites of the several bridges over the river, with the view of improving the 
water-way, so as to prevent its retardation during the winter, which is among 
the principal causes of the present flooding of the extensive callows adjoining 
the banks of the river. In some places, as at Banagher and Athlone, we find 
it necessary to recommend the erection of new bridges, on different sites from 
the present ones, — and, in others, an increase to the number of arches ; and 
also by deepening the bed of the river between the piers, by means of under- 
pinning ; and this latter improvement is more particularly required at Killaloe. 

The newbridge at Athlone is undoubtedly the most important, both as regards 
the Navigation and the convenience of the public. It is situated in the centre of 
Ireland, and forms the principal communication across the Shannon, on the road 
from the counties of Galway, Mayo, and from the south of Roscommon, to 
Dublin and the province of Leinster, generally. The present old bridge is most 
inconvenient, and extremely narrow, not exceeding 14 feet in breadth of road- 
way, without footpaths, and this confined passage is very much obstructed 
on market days, by persons attending for the purchase of meal and flour at 
the three mills which have been erected in the river course, and open on to the 
bridge. Owing to these inconveniences, accidents are of frequent occurrence, 
and occasionally, after fairs or market days, the general passage for carriages 
and carts is altogether interrupted for a considerable time, by large droves 
of cattle. 

Under such circumstances, the erection of a new bridge at Athlone, the 
key to the province of Connaught, has become a matter of public importance. 

We have selected the only site which is available for the purpose, and 
which will both improve the town and convenience the public, by opening a 
level and direct passage across the river. Owing to the depth of the founda- 
tion, the expense will be considerable. The Estimate amounts to ,£20,000, 
one moiety of which we recommend should be defrayed, in equal proportions, 
by the counties of Galway, Mayo, Roscommon, and Westmeath, which will 
severally derive advantage from it. For the plan and elevation of the bridge, 
see Plan, No. 67. 

Banagher, where we also propose that a new bridge should be erected, is 
likewise an important communication across the river, though not so generally 
useful as that at Athlone : it is situated between the county of Galway, and the 
King’s County, and we are of opinion that the moiety of the expense of its 
erection should be made up equally between those counties. The Estimate 
amounts to £25,000. The Plans and Elevations are given in Nos. 57 and 58. 

C 2 



Mid. Shannon. 



Bridges. 



Plans. 

Banagher, 57, 58. 
Athlone, 67. 



Athlone Bridge. 
Plan 67. 



Banagher Bridge. 
Plans 57, 58. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




20 



SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



Mills and Eel 
Weirs. 



The effects of the 
proposed improve- 



Manner of provid- 
ing Funds. 



Principles on 
which the recom- 
mendations have 
been made. 



MILLS AND EEL WEIRS. 

As a preliminary to the execution of the works, it will he necessary to 
remove all the null dams and eel weirs which at present interrupt^ 

^wfntrToods p W 1 erS ,1 ‘ he Sha ™ m ’ “ nd ‘^reby greatly lessen 
the winter lloods. Fortunately, exceptrng at Atlllune, the amount of 

hatSw ft T ey w r ,‘ ,e m,ls Wi " 1,6 Considerable; and even at 
that plaee, the three which have been erected within the boundaries of the 

chaTe^h not °f great value. But as a counterbalance to the costofpur- 

0 he“ , PUbhC WlU r Se V‘ X "f V “ luaM e CU sites, one on either side 

Athlnne th the P? 4 ™ g^tmg weirs at Killaloe, Meelick, and 

Athlone, the fall at each of which will he considerable, with an abundant 

and very powerful supply of water. fll 

° f th ° f* 7 ei r m i ght be consid ered as depriving the country 
iLf T i °TS e n- r c° d w d USefld i!,dus “T> there can be no doutff 

that othei modes ol fishing for this prohfie article, which will not be injurious 
to the navigation or drainage, will be discovered and practised ; and we are 
ourselves making researches for such as may be at present exercised in other 
intl '° dUCed immediBte 'y ° ntherem oval of 

EFFECTS OF PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 

In submitting our views upon this great national object, and proposing 
what may appear to be a very large expenditure, we hope we mly be ex? 

result (fi‘ the imdertaklng^ 01 ' 6 ‘° ^ « ^aracter, effects, and probable 

f,.„ 1St .l, ThlS nV wi 7 1 f ich 1 so peculiarly intersects Ireland, will be relieved 
fiom the very dilapidated and inefficient state in which the greater part of 
the works on it are at present. * pan oi 

avSablJ to trade”* ^ ShOK!S °" ‘‘ S Iake ® ° nd wider waters > wil1 be rendered 
3rd. Facilities will be at once afforded for bringing various tributaries that 
penetrate the t ry in different directions, into navigable commutation* 
W1 * th ® r !J er > and b y ,ts mea “S, with the ports of Dublin and Limerick * 
ont ; o nstacTed“ of 1 communication will be improved, or new 

6th. The lands relieved to a great extent from injurious floods, 
btll. A vast amount of well regulated water power obtained 
I hese are results of great national, as well as local importance 
It is unnecessary for us to advert to the peculiar state of Ireland, and the 
necessity of public support to aid the development of its natural resources 
ft has been acknowledged, that where so much is required, it would be a 
waste of national wealth and power to leave this result to the slow and partial 
operation of local or private enterprise; efforts that will only be made for 
cei tain direct and immediate advantages, while the gradual, lastino- and 
generally diffused benefits to be derived from undertakings like those we are 
I° nsld ™ n g’ m a country circumstanced as Ireland is, originate 

with the public, and be carried oil by public co-operation. 

1 he manner of providing the funds for thus opening the Shannon, bv a 
mixed contribution from the public, the adjoining districts, and individuals, has 
been recognised by the Legislature ; it is, however, incumbent on us to explain 
in some measure the principle on which our recommendations have been made 

In the Lower Shannon, where the benefit to be derived from the proposed 
piers and wharfs is of a mixed character, including the interest of the imme 
diate proprietor or proprietors of the adjoining land, that of the surrounding 
district, and the public at large, we have divided the expense into thref 
portions — one of which only is to be defrayed by the public. 

Where the interest of , the proprietor predominates over that of the sur- 
rounding district, we have divided the expense into two parts — one of which 
is to be borne by the public, and the other by the proprietor. 

In the Middle Shannon, where the benefit will not be confined within a 
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narrow compass, and will not conduce to the peculiar advantage of individuals 
or small communities, we rate the public contribution at one-half, and the 
remainder in two portions — one to be assessed on the county at large, and 
the other on the baronies adjoining the river, and which will derive the 
greatest direct advantage from the improvement. In this manner, we have 
made the best distribution among the districts to be assessed, to which our 
judgment would lead us. 

r I his is a point impossible to reduce to perfect accuracy ; it must be done 
on a broad estimate : but when the advantages to those districts are consi- 
dered, and how small a dillerence would arise practically from attempts at 
more minute calculations or distributions, we are not aware of any great 
■objections that can reasonably be made to our propositions, although they 
may, and no doubt will, be the subject of cavil. 

With regard to the expenditure from the public treasury, we think, that 
without referring to the necessity of pressing forward the general improve- 
ment of the country, above alluded to, we cannot consider it altogether an 
unprofitable outlay ; because such effects as we confidently anticipate cannot 
be produced without a greatly increased prosperity in the country, and 
consequently an increased revenue. 

We think that we may safely calculate on a return, consequent upon these 
improvements, of at least five per cent, upon the outlay. This, of itself, 
might be considered sufficient inducement ; but as it is proposed to retain 
the whole of the Navigation in the hands of the public, we may expect 
that water power, and other sources of revenue, will produce a direct return, 
even limiting the tolls to the most moderate rates consistent with future 
maintenance and improvement. 

We are sensible that, in the hands of zealous and ingenious speculators 
desirous of inducing parties to embark in these undertakings, as a private 
enterprise, a very flourishing calculation of extensive future profits might 
be drawn up. Without, however, adopting any such principle, which is 
inconsistent with our duty, and acknowledging, as we do, that the precise 
extent to which the opening of the Navigation will be used, or the more or 
less rapidity with which it may be seized, cannot be defined, we are satisfied 
that ultimately a very considerable and profitable intercourse must be carried 
on by means of it, and that other resources will be progressively, if not very 
rapidly, rendered available. 

We have no scruple, therefore, in designating an advance on the part of 
the public, as not only an act of enlightened policy, but as a reasonable 
speculative outlay for future revenue. 

The advantage of such expenditure to the proprietors of the local districts, 
is still more easily explained. 

First. There are the lasting improvements to the country, — to its resources, 
to its means of intercourse and traffic, and the general increase of business, 
which might be worth even the entire outlay, could they afford to incur it ; 
much more so when one-half only is required from them, and that to be 
taken by instalments, when increased prosperity consequent on those improve- 
ments, will better enable them to pay. 

Secondly. Not only the funds which they themselves advance, but nearly 
as much more, will be all expended in labour, distributing so much wealth 
in their immediate districts, and providing a large amount of present and future 
employment for the labouring classes. 

With regard to the proportion required from individuals, it will be a matter 
of calculation for the consideration of each respectively. The act will be 
voluntary on their parts; several have already expressed a willingness to 
contribute, and others, it is known, are deterred more by the inconvenience 
of raising the necessary funds, than by any objection to the proposition. 

In conclusion, we beg to give an opinion as to the relative importance of 
the different operations, and the order in which we consider they should stand 
for execution. 

First . — The extent between Killaloe and Tarmonbarry, by which, at a 
height of 100 feet above the sea, a distance of 85 miles, comprising two con- 
siderable lakes, the entrance to the two canals to Dublin, and several impor- 
tant tributaries, would be made navigable for a large class of steamers, at a 
small comparative expense, and with only the interruption of two locks for 
that entire distance. 



Principles on 
which the recom- 
mendations have 
been made. 



Order in which 
Works should be 
executed. 
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Order in which 
Works should be 
executed. 



The construction of the weir at Killaloe, and the clearing 1 of obstructions 
m the river below it, must be deemed a necessary and a preliminary portion 
of this first undertaking. 

Second. The Upper Shannon, that is, above Tarmonbarry, the particulars 
ol which will be detailed in a subsequent Report, is the next in importance, 
the Navigation being m a most imperfect condition, and the country suffering 
greatly from the effects of inundations. 

Third .— The Limerick Navigation is considered last in importance, 
because, though requiring much amelioration, it is navigable already for barges 
of considerable burden. 



J. F. liCRGOYNE. (l.s.) 

HARRY D. JONES, (l.s.) 

RICHARD GRIFFITH, (l.s.) 

W. CUBITT, (l.s.) 

THO. RHODES, (l.s.) 



Dublin, December 5, 1837. 
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Abstract of the Estimates for the Works proposed between the Mouth of 
the River Shannon and Tarmonbarry. 



— 


Sums to be 
supplied by 
the Public, 
Proprietors, 
and adjacent 
Districts. 


Sums to be 
supplied by 
tlie Public, 
and the ad- 
jacent Coun- 
ties and 
Baronies. 




First Division. 








r Kilrush Pier, 


. £8,600 








Carrigaholt ditto, 


. 5,600 








Tarbert, 


. 8,600 








Querin Creek, 


. 1,160 






is 


Ballylongford, 


. 1,839 






X 


Glynn, 


. 5,879 






M < 


Foynes Island, 


. 8,500 






H 


Kilteery, 


. 1,836 






£ 


Cahercon (Kildysart), 


. 1,986 








Clare, 


. 4,400 








Deel, or Askeaton River, 


900 








Maigue River, 


. 2,770 












£52,070 






Second Division. 










Arthur’s Ferry (Illan-arone), 


. £7,600 






g 2 


River Shannon at Plassey, . 


. 3,000 






s s 


Castle Connell, 


. 7,600 






P 2 


O’Brien’s Bridge, Parteen Rapid, and other Shoals,^ ^ qqq 








in the River between Ernna and Cusane Locks, i ’ 






£ 








£22,200 




Third Division. 






ri 


fKillaloe, 


. £27,000 






3 I 


Lough Derg, 


300 






1o^ 


Derry Island, 


460 










550 














28,310 




l 

'Works at Meelick, 


. £40,000 








Shannon Grove (Counsellor’s Ford), 


. 1,277 








Works at Banagher, 


. 25,000 








Shannon Harbour (Bridge), 


500 








Leahinch, 


550 






o 


Derrvholmes, 


. 2,200 






ta 


Bishop’s Island, 


. 2,200 






< 


Garrymore, 


950 






° 


Shannon Bridge, cut or canal below do., 


100 








Do. Improvements at do., 


. 7,000 






o 


Clerhaun, 


. 170 








Ballynatave, 


350 






B 


Tullymore Ford, . 


. 2,050 








Calf Island, 


400 








Long Island, 


550 








Rann Island, 


850 i 






L 





84,147 




'"Works at Athlone, 


.£60,000 1 




S" 


Lough Ree, 


500 1 




B g 


Curreen Point, 


550 




O _ <! 


Lanesborough, 


. 10,500 




B H £ ^ 


Kilnacurragh, 


- 1,350 




< 3 


Erragh Ford, 


550 






Lodge Cut, 


. 2,600 
















Steam Engine, Vessels, and Machinery for dredging Shoals, 




4,000 




Total for Works, . 


£52,070 


214,707 




General Total, 


£266,777. 



Estimates- 
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LIST OF MAPS, 



PLANS, AND SECTIONS. 



List of Maps, I. General Plan of Lower Shannon and River 
Plans, and Sections Fergus. 

2. Carrigaholt. 

3. Carrigaholt, Plan and Sections of proposed 

Pier. 

4. Querin Creek, Survey. 

5. Querin Creek, Flan of proposed Wharf. 

6. Ballylongford, General Map. 

7. Ballylongford Creek. 

8. Kilrush Harbour. 

9> Kilrush Pier, and proposed Extension. 

10. Kilrush Pier as completed, according to 

proposed Extension. 

11. Tarbert Harbour. 

12. - Tarbert Pier and Wooden Jetty. 

13. Glynn, proposed Quay. 

14. Plan of River Line and proposed Pier at 

Kilteery. 

15. Foynes Harbour. 

16. Foynes, Plan of Quay, as proposed to be 

finished. 

17- Foynes Harbour, Sections showing nature 
of ground. 

18. Cahercon, near Kildysart. 

19. Sections of the proposed Pier and Causeway 

at Cahercon. 

20. Askeaton River. 

21. Proposed Quay, near the Town of Askeaton. 

22. River Maigue. 

23. River Maigue, showing the Town of Adare 

and Canal. 

24. Longitudinal Section, River Maigue. 

25. River Fergus. 

26. Clare Pier. 

27. General Plan of the River between Lime- 

rick and Killaloe, showing the proposed 
connecting Line of Canal. 

28. Arthur’s Ferry, proposed Weir. 

29. Plassey, proposed Wooden Bridge. 

30. World’s End, proposed Weir. 

31. Proposed Improvements at Killaloe. 

32. Sections at Killaloe. 

33. Transverse Sections at Killaloe. 

34. Elevation of Killaloe Bridge. 

35. General Plan of the River from Lough 

Derg to Banagher. 

36. General Plan from Banagher to Shannon 

Bridge. 



37. General Plan from Shannon Bridge to Long 

Island. 

38. General Plan from Long Island to Athlone. 

39. Sections showing the Levels of Lock sills 

between Killaloe and Athlone. 

40. Weirs at Killaloe, Meelick, and Athlone. 

41. Derry Island. 

42. Plan on an enlarged Scale of the River at 

Meelick. 



43. ' 

44. 

45. 

46. r 

47. I 



Sections at Meelick. 



48. J 

49. Proposed Canal at Meelick. 

50. Counsellor’s Ford. 

51. Transverse Sections at Counsellor’s Ford. 

52. Longitudinal Sections at do. 

53. Banagher. 

54. Sections of Shoals at Banagher. 

55. Ditto, do. 

56. Ditto, do. 

57. Section of the site of the proposed Bridge 

at Banagher. 

58. Proposed New Bridge at Banagher. 

59- Leahinch, near Shannon Harbour. 

60. Derryholmes Shoal. 

61. Sections at Derryholmes. 

62. Bishop’s Island, General Plan. 

63. Garrymore Shoal, General Plan. 

64. Shannon Bridge, General Plan. 

65. Athlone, showing site of proposed New 

Bridge and Weir. 

66. Athlone, Section of Shoals. 

67. Athlone, proposed Bridge. 

68. Athlone, Canal. 

69* Athlone, Transverse Sections. 

70. Athlone, proposed alteration of the road from 

Roscommon and Ballinasloe. 

71. Plan of a Jetty. 

72. Plan of a Lock. 

73. Plan of a Swivel Bridge. 

74. Diagram Plans, to show lines on which the 

Borings were taken. 

75. Lough Ree. 
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DETAILS OF PLANS, &c. 



Plan No. 1. — General Plan, Lower Shannon, and River Fergus. 

General plan of the Lower Shannon, from Loop Head to Limerick, and the rivers 
Fergus, Askeaton, Maigue, with other tributaries, to serve as an Index to the detailed 
plans : the situations for the proposed quays, piers, and landing wharfs are coloured red. 

Plan No. 2 — Carrigaholt, County Clare. 

Survey of Kilkadrane and Carrigaholt Bays on the right bank of the river Shannon, 
near its junction with the Atlantic Ocean. The site of the proposed landing quay, and the 
road to be made, as a communication to it from the village, are marked red. It will be 
seen by an inspection of this plan, that these bays are not of sufficient capacity to permit 
vessels to bring up in them with safety, during the heavy south-easterly gales to which they 
are so particularly exposed ; the set of the currents and soundings are marked upon this plan. 
See Captain Mudge’s Report, printed by order of the House of Commons, 29th July, 
1834, p. 23. 

Plan No. 3 — Carrigaholt. 

Figure 1, is a ground plan, showing the site of the proposed pier, with soundings taken 
in the bay and around the point on which the castle stands. This point is composed of a 
shaly rock easily worked, affording a secure foundation for the retaining walls, and from the 
excavation of which, the backing of the wharf and pier will be obtained. 

Figure 2. A plan of the proposed quay when finished. 

Figure 3. Sections of the ground on the site of the proposed pier, showing the part 
which will be excavated. 

Figure 4. Section of the pier in a finished state, with lines of the tides drawn, and the 
depth of water marked. The direction of the strata of rock near the Castle and running 
into the sea, is not favourable for affording protection to the small craft which frequent this 
place ; and the depth of water increasing rapidly would have caused a great expense, had 
the pier been carried out in that line ; it was therefore considered desirable to give the 
direction as marked in the plan, which will enable steamers and small vessels to load and 
unload in all states of the tide in fine weather, as there will then be seven feet at low water 
spring tides near the pier head. It is proposed to build the back of the pier with the rubble 
from the excavation of the rock ; the sea face from the Castle to the inner line of the head 
will require a considerable slope and parapet, as represented in Figure 4, and to be paved 
with good limestone blocks, which can be procui-ed from the quarries at Foynes. The 
inner faces will be built of squared ashlar from the same place, and the top of the quay to 
be paved. It will be necessary to construct a road from the village to the quay. 

The extent of the quay and pier, with the increased facility which will thus be afforded 
for shipping the produce of the country, will be found to give ample accommodation for the 
existing trade of the place. 

The estimate for this work, as annexed, amounts to £5600, which we regret, as it appears 
to us to be greater than the place or the nature of its trade would warrant ; at the same 
time, owing to the difficulty of the situation, we are of opinion that any work of smaller 
extent or proportion would not give the shelter required in the very exposed Bay of 
Carrigaholt. 

Plan No. 4. — Querin Greek, County Clare. 

A general plan of Querin Creek, in the County of Clare, situated between, and about 
equi-distant from, Carrigaholt and Kilrush. In heavy gales fishing boats and small craft 
seek shelter in this place ; the corn which is produced in its immediate neighbourhood, is 
shipped there in small boats, and sent up to Limerick ; the sites of a proposed wharf, and 
two embankments for keeping out the sea, which, at high spring tides with westerly winds, 
flows over the beach, and renders the anchorage insecure, are marked in red. 

Plan No. 5. — Querin Creek. 

Figure 1. Plan showing the site and nature of the proposed wharf. 

Figure 2. Plan of the wharf when finished. 

Figure 3. Section of the ground and sea face of the wharf. 

This wharf is intended to afford facilities for boats to take in cargoes lying afloat for a 
much longer period than is now the case. The face of the front wall is to be built with 
rough ashlar, and the wing walls of rubble masonry. Should the trade increase, and 
greater accommodation be required, an extension to the proposed wharf can be easily 
effected. Estimate £1160. 

Plan No. 6 Ballylongford River, County Kerry. 

A sketch map of Ballylongford Creek, showing the relative positions of the town of 
Ballylongford and Saleen, with respect to the Shannon. At the latter place a considerable 
quantity of com is now shipped in small craft for Limerick, and as the trade is increasing, 
additional accommodation is required ; at present there is only a small wooden projection, 
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at which but one vessel at a time can load. The site of the proposed wharf is marked in 
red. It is placed parallel to the direction of the current of the river, and alongside the 
channel, and consequently is nol liable to have the silt thrown up at its base. 

Plan No. 7. — Ballylongford Creek. 

Plan and section of the proposed wharf, 300 feet in length, to be built of masonry, ashlar 
work on the face, and rubble masonry in the wing walls : the bed of the river to be exca- 
vated in part, to enable vessels to approach earlier and lie afloat longer. Should it be 
desirable at any future period to increase the accommodation beyond that now proposed, 
an extension in the direction marked in red can easily be effected. Tolls are levied upon 
all boats coming up to the pier ; those of course will require to be revised as soon as the 
proposed works shall be commenced. Estimate £1839. 

Plan No. 8. — Kilrush Harbour, County Clare. 

Figure 1 . General plan of the line of the river Shannon, on the right bank between 
Aylvaroo Point and Scough Point, adjacent to Kilrush, showing the relative position of 
Hog Island in regard to the pier (marked in red,) and the creek, which runs up to the town. 

Figure 2, shows the course of the tide at half flood, between Hog Island and the 
main land. The current sets through this channel with great velocity, and a considerable 
swell is raised by strong westerly or south-easterly winds. 

Figure 3, shows the course of the tide at half ebb : an inspection of Figures 2 and 3 
will explain the variations in the set of the currents, and the eddies formed at different 
states of the tide. The creek is dry at low water. 

Plan No. 9. — Kilrush Pier, and proposed Extension. 

Plan of the existing pier : the proposed extension, 150 feet in length, being shown by 
the red lines. 

Elevation of the pier head, with the heights of the tide, in its different states, marked 
and figured. 

The direction given to the extension of the pier, as now drawn upon the Plan, was 
adopted, in order that greater accommodation might be afforded to vessels when lying at 
anchor within it, either waiting to load or discharge, or having taken refuge from the westerly 
gales; this advantage would have, been lost had the extension been carried on in the direc- 
tion of the outer bend of the pier, as the space within would have been too confined for 
vessels to ride at anchor. With a trade that is daily increasing, it is fair to calculate that a 
still further increase of quayage will be eventually required, and, in that case, it will un- 
doubtedly be done by making a return nearly parallel with the coast line, which will then 
form an excellent harbour : any further extension in the prolongation of the direction now 
proposed, would run into deep water, as well as into the strength of the current. The length 
proposed to be added to the existing pier, has been calculated upon the state of the trade 
at present, and what it is likely to be for a few years. 

Plan No. 10. — Kilrush Pier as completed, according to the proposed Extension. 

Figure 1. Plan of the pier in its finished state. 

Figure 2. Section of the same. 

Figure 3. Elevation of the inner side, with the depth of water marked in feet. 

The section of the present pier having been found very objectionable, the heavy seas 
from the westward constantly breaking over it and interrupting business, the inconvenience 
from the same cause would be much greater when the pier should be carried into deeper 
water, and subjected to the more violent action of the sea ; a stronger and better profile, 
therefore, became necessary, and the section, as shown in figure 2, is proposed to be 
adopted ; the body of the pier is to be filled with rubble, the exterior face to be formed, 
as shown in the section, and to be paved with good ashlar ; the head and inner face to be 
built with the same material ; a flight of steps to be formed near the pier head for the 
accommodation of persons embarking or disembarking from steam vessels or passenger 
boats Estimate, £8600. 

Plan No. 11. — Tarbert Harbour, County Kerry. 

Plan of the bay and coast line round Tarbert Island. The site of the proposed pier is 
marked with red, as also the lines of road and causeway, which are recommended to be made 
as a better communication with the town than the present very imperfect road. The plan 
shows the line of the great deposit of mud which takes place in this part of the Shannon ; 
the entire of that triangular space between Ballydonahoe Point, Tarbert town, and the 
wooden jetty on Tarbert Island, is one entire sheet of mud, only covered at half tide; 
and, except at high water, and in the channel which runs down from the town, scarcely a 
boat can approach nearer to it than the outer edge of the slob* The only situations which ap- 
pear favourable for the erection of a pier, without incurring the risk of opposing the slow 
but gradual movement of the slob, are Ballydonahoe point, and the site as at present 
recommended ; the former is very much exposed to westerly winds, which would have 

* The word “ slob ” is a provincial term, and applied to banks of mud in the same way that the 
word “warp” is used to signify similar formations in the ltiver Humber. 
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prevented vessels from making use of it at periods when most required; the situation 
selected is likewise exposed to the easterly winds, but as these are not so frequent as the 
westerly gales, it is obvious that the latter are most to be guarded against ; and as the cur- 
rent, at certain states of the tide, runs rapidly past the point, it became necessary to erect 
something that should not obstruct nor arrest the silt in its passage downwards. 

Plan No. 12 Tarbert Pier. 

Figure 1. Ground Plan of part of Tarbert Island, showing the site of the proposed 
pier, with the depth of water marked in feet. 

Figure 2. Elevation of pier as proposed to be finished. — For details, see 1 lan rso. 71. 

Figure 3. Section of the pier or jetty. 

Figure 4. Plan of the jetty. 

Figure 5. Details, showing the construction of the mooring posts. 

Tarbert being a shipping place of considerable importance in this part of the Shannon,, 
and a safe and commodious pier being greatly required, it was deemed of primary im- 
portance, that whatever was done should be of such a nature that the construction of 
the work might be speedily executed. The amount of business likely to be transacted 
could not, at present, be estimated ; it was, therefore, thought best to propose the 
erection of a wooden pier, as represented in figure 2, and at any future period, should a 
work of a more permanent nature be deemed necessary, the frames would be extremely 
useful as a stage for the carriage of the materials, or, if considered necessary, might easily 
be removed : experience, gained in many exposed situations, has proved that this descrip- 
tion of work is sufficiently strong for the purpose required ; and as there is rock at the 
bottom, the driving of piles would be very difficult, if not impracticable. 

The wooden pier will be run out from a quay, which it will be necessary to make, and 
which will be of easy execution, and made at a small expense, by cutting away part of the 
hill immediately in its rear for filling in ; the northern end to have a sea slope, the front 
and south end to be built with ashlar and hammer-dressed work. Estimate £8600. 

Plan No. 13 Glynn, proposed Jetty, County Limerick. 

General Plan of part of the village of Glynn, and the line of the river on which it is 
situated ; the soundings and set of the currents are marked,' as also the site for the pier : 
the latter is coloured red. 

The slob in this part of the river extends for a considerable distance from high water 
mark, and the only favourable situation for a pier, and where it could be executed at least 
expense, and to be most generally useful to the trade, is the site marked upon the Plan, 
a short distance to the west of Glynn Castle. The pier head will have about six feet of 
water at low tide, and not exposed to the strong currents of the ebb. It is recommended 
to construct this pier on the same plan as the one described for Tarbert ; the. details of 
construction may be seen on reference to Plan No. 71. The tide approaches close to the 
hi ah road from Limerick to Tarbert, and not leaving sufficient space to serve as a quay, it will 
be necessary to form one ; and it is therefore proposed to construct a solid embankment with 
a stone facing, as designed upon the plan, with a good slope on the western side, being that 
exposed to the seas which are sent up this reach of the river in strong westerly gales ; the 
other faces to be built with hammer-dressed masonry. Estimate £5879. 



Plan No. 14. — Kilteery, County Limerick. 

Figure 1. Plan of the river line at Kilteery, in the county of Limerick, showing the 
line of low water spring tides. 

Figure 2. Plan of the pier as proposed to be finished. . . 

Figure 3. Sections of the ground on which it is proposed to construct the pier, showing 
those parts which are to be removed, and also a transverse section of the pier in a finished 

* d This plan has been prepared at the request of the Earl of Clare, the proprietor of the 
estate, and who is now making a road to this point, branching off the high road from 
Limerick to Tarbert. . . . . , , . 

The pier herewith proposed, is an extension of the rock (which appears above the 
surface) down to low water mark, and by cutting on the inner side as shown m red on 

Considerable accommodation will thus be afforded to the craft which navigate the Shannon : 
it is necessary to make this distinction, because the great extent of mud would not permit 
sea-going vessels to make much use of it. The faces to be built with rough ashlar work, 
and filled in with rubble, which can easily be procured by cutting away the rock in the 
immediate neighbourhood. Should any extension be made hereafter, it ought to be 
constructed of timber, as detailed in Plan No. 71 ; a very strong current sets down with the 
ebb tide, the accumulation of mud is very considerable, and any projection which did not 
allow the alluvial matter to pass away, would soon render the eastern side inaccessible 
even to boats. Estimate £1836. 



Plan No. 15. — Foynes Harbour, County Limerick. 

Figure 1 . General Plan, showing the branch of the river Shannon which runs between 
® D 2 
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q'^y 1“ marked^ red?® 6 ° f FoyneS ’ “ C ° u ” ty ° f Limer!ck - The «ite of the proposed 
Figure 2, shows the course of the tide at half flood. 

Figure 3, shows the course of the tide at half ebb. 



Plan No. 16. — Foynes, proposed Quay. 

Plan of the quay as proposed to be finished. 

betweLlh™ Fl' 1 '? 7 ™ determined by two projecting rocks which cause the space 
S ? "V t i be -5 0e , fr ° m * he a ? ,, o" of *e very strong currents which flow through 
thtschannei, both with the flood and ebbtides, but more particularly during the latter; 
above' ' hTSsl'e v” T- a "y depostt of mud, which exists so extensivelv immediately 

SCiMj 1 m ' vhldl abard bottom ' vas " ot *» befo '"' d *■»* *2 

ab™tnoff™?d 0 d f n ( fl ” e i? or better materials be found than at the limestone quarry, 
Srbe turnl” om ’ almost “ y and re 9“ iri ”« ™ry Utile drStssingl 

The front wall to be built of good squared ashlar set in cement ; the west wing wall 
will require a sea slope, faced with hammer-dressed stone, as heavy seas will be thrown 
upon it in westerly gales and the east wing may be built with a good dry wall; the 

road b d ,‘ ate ” fr0 “! the J?‘ lmmed '«ely in rear, without disturbing the high 

lmni'tam„uT d I V”* - ThlS "?, rk ’ ' vhen com Pl«ed, will be one of the mist 
mpoi tant on the Lower Shannon, accessible at all. times and states of the tide, with a good 
Sand 6 ™? 6 J ‘‘f lmm ® d . 1 f, t . e neighbourhood, and on the opposite shore of the 

island one of the finest docks or building slips may be found nearly formed to hand, 
from A u P roc “™* aI ! d shipping off the limestone, which can be transported 

irom the quarry by a tram road, and tipped into the vessels alongside the qua?, are 

advantages which do not exist on any other part of the river, and where the demand for 
ime is so great and increasing, there cannot be a doubt but that Foynes must, in a short 
time become a very thriving and important place. All the agricultural produce from the 
beautiful and rich district in its neighbourhood will be brought here tor shipment; the 
° f ,r d, 7 ? “ P L ,m ? ni * will be saved, as sea-going vessels will be able to lay 
alongside this wharf and take in their cargo without trouble, and the navigation up to 
Limerick will be avoided. Estimate £8500. s f 



Plan No. 17. — Foynes ( Sections ). 

Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 Sections showing the nature of the ground and substratum on 
site of the proposed wharf. _ The parts marked red will require to be cut away. 

r igure 5. Section showing the sea face of the wharf, and the depth of water at different 
states ot the tide. 

Figure 6. Section of the western jetty. 

wilfbeTeen oFptoTfo. *16? eaSt6rn ^ Tbe 1In6S 0 " ' vMch * heSe SeCtlons were taken 

Plan No. 18 —Cahercon near Kildysart, County Clare. 

Figiue 1. Plan of a branch of the river Shannon, near Kildysart, showing the site of 
the proposed pier and causeway, marked in red. 

Figure 2. Plan of the proposed pier and causeway when finished. 

It is proposed to run out a causeway to a projecting rock, which, by being cut down, 
will allow vessels to approach with a good depth of water to the face of a pier, to be 
erected on it, as is shown in Figure 2. This face will be built of squared ash£r, and the 
other laces with rubble ; the inner part may be used for boats and small craft. This may 
be considered a very eligible situation for a pier, being in the fair way up and down the river 
at a reasonable distance from Kilrush, and at the mouth of the Fergus, thus affording 
great accommodation to the farmers in this district for shipping off their produce. 



Plan No. 19 — Sections of the proposed Pier and Causeway at Cahercon. 

Figure 1. Section of the ground on which it is proposed to build the wharf, as also of 
the channel between the main land and the island of Innishmurray. 

Figure 2. Elevation and section of the pier in a finished state ; the part stained red it 
is proposed, should be removed. ’ 

Figure 3. Transverse section of the proposed pier. 

Figure 4. Transverse section of the causewav. 

Figure 5. Section of the proposed road to communicate with the pier. 

It will be necessary to make a branch from the road between Cahercon and Kildysart 
to communicate with the quay. The inconvenient situation of the town of Kildysart in 
regard to the channel running up to it, and the want of a sufficient depth of water there 
during the greater part of the ebb and flood tides, were the reasons which decided in 
favour of the site now proposed, as being much more advantageous for vessels of a con- 
siderable draught of water, and laying nearly in the fair way up and down the river from 
Limerick. 
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Plan No. 20. — Deel River , County Limerick. 

Plan and section of the Deel River, from its junction with the Shannon up to the town 
of Askeaton ; the site of a proposed quay, is marked in red. 

If the existing quay in the town, immediately below the bridge, is not sufficient for the 
trade of the place, the site marked on the plan appears to be better adapted for doing 
business, than any other between it and the town, as there is a sharp turn immediately 
above this place. Although there is no quay at present at the proposed site, many of the 
traders load and unload here, nothwithstanding that a toll is levied by the tenant of Is. 
upon all deck vessels, and 10c?. upon small craft, whether with or without cargoes. 

Ihe channel will be cleared from all rocks or shoals which may be in the fair sailing 
course. 

This is a tidal river, and the entrance of the channel leading to it is difficult to find, on 
account of the great extent of slob, which is covered with water soon after the flood tide 
sets in ; it is marked at present by a pole stuck in the mud. Two good beacons to mark 
the entrance from the river Shannon, and others to mark the sailing course will be required. 

Plan No. 21. — Proposed Quay near the Toum of Askeaton. 

Figure 1. Plan of part of the town of Askeaton, showing its relative position with the 
site of the proposed new pier at Cortnasoothara. 

Figure 2. Section of the front wall of the new quay, to be built with squared ashlar, 
and the triangular piece of ground in front of the foot of the wall to be removed, which will 
give about 20 feet of water at the top of spring tides. Estimate £900. 

Plan No. 22 — River Maiyue, County of Limerick. 

General plan of the river Maigue, from the Shannon up to the town of Adare. 

From the windings, which make the sailing course 1 1 miles from the town to the Shannon, 
and from the tidal character of the river, so much time is consumed in making a passage to 
Limerick, that few but turf boats are employed upon it ; at Court Bridge there is a swivel- 
bridge and a side-cut for the passage of boats. 

The proposed improvements are marked in red. 

Plan No. 23. — River Maigue. 

Figure 1 . Plan of that part of the river Maigue, near the town of Adare, showing the 
canal which branches off from it and runs up to the town ; the proposed improvements are 
marked in red. 

Figure 2. Section of the present canal, showing the alteration to be made, by increasing 
the depth and breadth of it, as well as of part of the river j ust below. 

Figure 3. Longitudinal section, from the head of the canal to Mack’s-quay, showing 
the part of the bank of the river that will require to be removed. 

The canal in its present state is too insignificant to be of any essential benefit to the 
town as regards trade ; it requires its section to be considerably enlarged, and a basin should 
be formed at the head of it, to enable several boats at the same time to take or discharge 
their cargoes, and to give it a greater depth of water. The banks of the river, as far 
down as Mack’s-quay, require to be improved, in order to increase the water way, and to 
make the navigation easier. Estimate £2770. 

Plan No. 24. 

Longitudinal section of the river Maigue, from the town of Adare to the river Shannon. 

Plan No. 25. — River Fergus , County Clare. 

Figure 1. Plan of part of the river Fergus, near the town of Clare, on an enlarged scale, 
showing the site of the proposed jetty, and approach to it from the existing quay. 

Figure 2. Plan of part of the town of Clare and river Fergus, to show the relative posi- 
tion of the proposed jetty, with the existing quay and town. 

Plan No. 26 — Clare Pier. 

Plan, elevation, and sections of the proposed wooden jetty. 

Figure 1. Transverse section of the jetty and river, on the line A B, see Plan No. 25. 

Figure 2. Elevation of part of the jetty, showing the depth of water at different states 
of the tide. 

Figure 3. Plans of part of the jetty, showing the details of construction. 

Figure 4. Transverse section of the proposed road, and of the river, on the line C D, 
Plan No. 25. 

Figure 5. Section of the existing quay and river in front of it, on the line M N, on the 
Plan No. 25, showing the depth of water at different states of the tide. 

Figure 6. Longitudinal section in the centre of the river, from a point opposite the 
existing quay, to the site of the proposed jetty. Estimate £4400. 

The situation selected for the erection of the jetty, although a short distance further 
removed from the town than the existing quay, is one offering greater facilities for the 
approach of vessels, than any o ther point. Between it and the bridge immediately above it 
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there is a sharp bend in the course of the river, and the bed of it is much obstructed with 
rock and small islands, with five feet less depth of water. The branch of the river, on the 
right bank of which it is proposed to build the jetty, is broad, and sufficient space for a quay 
can be obtained in rear of it ; an extension of the proposed jetty can easily be effected at 
any future period, whenever the trade may require greater accommodation. 

Plan No. 27. — General Plan of the River between Limerick and Killaloe, with the Lines 
of Canals. 

General plan of the river between Limerick and Killaloe. The parts marked in red 
show the situations of the shoals, which it is proposed to clear away ; and the line of canal, 
known under the name of the Limerick Navigation, is also shown. It is divided into three 
portions, making a navigable side-cut in those parts of the river which are obstructed by 
falls or shoals. The first portion extends from Limerick to Arthur’s-Ferry, about one 
mile in length : second, from the junction of the Shannon and Blackwater rivers to a point 
in the townland of Upper Errina, about half a mile above World’s End, where it falls 
into the Shannon ; this line is about five miles long : third portion, from near the mouth 
of the Ballyteague river to the Shannon, half a mile above Killaloe bridge, a distance of 
more than two miles ; making a total length of canal navigation of nine miles. 

On this plan may be seen the line of a canal marked in blue, which it may be desirable to- 
construct at some future period, about six miles in length, and which will connect the ends 
of the canal at Errina and Cussane locks, thereby forming one continued line of still water 
navigation from Plassey to Killaloe, a distance of twelve miles. Plans, sections, and 
estimates for this canal, with the details of the borings, have been prepared, and will be 
deposited with the other plans made under this Commission, so that the expense of a new 
survey will not be required, whenever it may be considered desirable to form this junction. 

Plan No. 28 Arthur's Perry. ( lllan-arone .) 

Plan of that part of the river near Arthur’s Ferry, where it is proposed to build a weir 
for the purpose of keeping up the water in summer to a proper level, for the free naviga- 
tion of the canal from this point to Limerick. When this weir is erected, a much greater 
mill power will be obtained at the city of Limerick. Estimate £7600. This may require 
variation as explained in body of Report, page 14, Illanaroon. 

Plan No. 29 — Plassey proposed Bridge. 

Figure 1. Plan of that part of the river at Plassey mill, where it is proposed to con- 
struct a wooden bridge, to enable the horses employed in tracking boats along the river 
and canal to pass over, which is now performed in boats, and attended with great incon- 
venience and delay. The part coloured red shows the situation of the proposed bridge. 

Figure 2. Elevation of the bridge when finished. 

Figure 3. Plan of part of the roadway. 

Figure 4. Section showing the construction of the bridge, and depth of water during 
the winter floods, after the proposed improvements have been made. 

Figure 5. Elevation of part of the bridge, on an enlarged scale, showing the details of 
construction. Estimate £3000. 

Plan No. 30 The River at World’s End, near Castle Connell, County Limerick. 

Figures 1 to 10. Cross sections of the channel of the river. 

Figure 11. Plan of that part of the river near Castle Connell, where it is proposed to 
erect a weir for the purpose of regulating the level of the water in summer, and keeping 
6 feet 6 inches of water upon the upper sill of Errina lock. Estimate £7600. This may 
require variation, as explained in body of Report, page 14, World’s End. 

Plan No. 31. — Proposed Improvements at Killaloe. 

General plan of the river at the town and bridge of Killaloe. The parts coloured red 
show the situation of the proposed weir, as also those parts which it is recommended 
should be cut away, to afford a greater section and increased facilities for a freer discharge 
of the water when the winter floods come down. 

This is the point where the Inland Steam Navigation commences, and the situation of 
the City of Dublin Steam Company’s packet station is also marked upon the plan. 

The dotted lines running across the river, numbered from 1 to 10, indicate where the 
sections (see plans 32 and 33) were taken for the soundings and borings. 

Estimate £27,000. 

Plan No. 32. — Sections at Killaloe, having reference to Plan 31. 

Figures 1 to 6. Transverse sections showing the depths of water at different seasons of 
the year. The parts to be removed are coloured red. These sections also embrace the 
canal, and show the embankment which is to be removed when the weir is constructed. 

Plan No. 33. — Transverse Sections at Killaloe, having reference to Plan 31. 

Figures 7 to 10. Four transverse sections of the river, showing the depth of water at 
different seasons of the year, and the situations of the eel weirs. 
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Plan No. 34 — Elevation of Killaloe Bridge. 

Figure 1. Longitudinal section of the river at Killaloe, between the transverse sections 
marked 1 and 10 (see plan 31), showing the quantity of ground to be removed, the situa- 
tion of the proposed weir, and nature of the bed of the river and the substratum. 

Figure 2, is an elevation of the existing bridge and section of the ground on which it is 
built, showing the method proposed to be adopted to increase the water-way, by enlarging 
four of 'the arches, and deepening the bed of the river between the piers. 

Figure 3. Plan of the bridge. The parts coloured red represent the piers of the new 
arches, with the abutment at the end of the bridge in the county Tipperary. 

Plan No. 35 — General Plan of the River from Lough Derg to Banaglier Bridge. 

General plan of the river from Lough Derg to Banagher Bridge ; the parts marked 
red, show where it is proposed to remove shoals, and the situation of the proposed naviga- 
ble cut and weir at Meelick, and also of the proposed enlargement of the side canal at 
Banagher Bridge. 

The canal marked “ Cloonaheenogue Canal,” belongs to the Grand Canal Company, 
as also the canal at Banagher. 

Plan No. 36 — General Plan from Banagher to Shannon Bridge. 

General Plan of the river from Banagher to Shannon Bridge ; showing the situation 
of the shoals which it is intended should be removed. 

The point of junction of the Grand Canal and the Shannon is marked upon the plan, 
as also the branch of the Grand Canal which runs up to the town of Ballinasloe, and 
the wooden pile bridge, by which the horses employed in tracking the boats cross the river ; 
the present swing bridge is to be replaced by a swivel bridge of larger dimensions. See 
Plan 73. 

Plan No. 37. — General Plan of the River from Shannon Bridge to Long Island. 

The shoals to be removed are marked in red, as also the cut below the bridge, which is 
to be widened. 

Plan No. 38. — General Plan of the River from Long Island to Athlone. 

The shoals to be removed and the parts to be improved are marked in red, as are also 
the sites of the new bridge, the weir, and canal. 

The canal marked upon this plan belongs to the Grand Canal Company, the northern 
end of it is the termination of their Navigation, and where the Shannon flows out of Lough 
Ree ; and may also be considered as the extent of steam navigation, as the steam boats 
cannot, at present, trade beyond Athlone, in consequence of the defective state of the 
canal. 

Plan No. 39. — Section showing the Levels of the Locks between Killaloe and Athlone. 

Sectional drawing, showing the rise of the several locks between Lough Derg and 
Lough Ree ; the levels of the winter floods, and the present level of the summer water : 
the red line represents the proposed permanent level, after the improvements shall have been 
completed: a rise of 9 feet 6 inches over the falls at Meelick will give one continued level 
up to Athlone, to be retained by the weir at Meelick ; and a second level, of a rise of 6 feet, 
at Athlone, will carry a level up to Tarmonbarry, retained by the Weir at Athlone ; thus, 
in a distance of 54 miles, there will be only one intermediate lock between Meelick and 
Tarmonbarry. 

Plan No. 40. — Weirs. 

Drawing to show the different levels between Killaloe and Athlone, with respect to the. 
weirs, and diagram sketches to mark their relative positions at each place. The nature ot 
their construction, and the section to be given to each weir, are described upon the plan ; 
they are to be built of good squared ashlar, and the top paved with the same material. 
The nature of the soil forming the bed of the river, as well as the substrata of each place, 
have been carefully ascertained, and are detailed under each section. The foot of the weir 
is to be protected by sheet piling, and also by foundation piles, where necessary. 

Plan No. 41. — Derry Island. 

Figure 1. General plan to show the position of Derry Island shoal, at the north end 
of Lough Derg, and the southern boundary of the Grand Canal Company’s Navigation. 

Figure 2. Plan, on an enlarged scale, of the shoal. It is situated at the point where 
the Shannon enters Lough Derg, and would appear to be formed by the waters of the 
lake, in strong westerly gales, washing away the projecting point of the island, and throw- 
ing the boulders into the channel, and thus, by degrees, a shoal has been formed, which, in 
summer, prevents the steam boats from running up to the bridge at Portumna. 

Figures 3, 4, and 5. Longitudinal sections of the shoal, on the lines indicated by the 
corresponding letters on the plan Fig. 1. 



Details of 
Plans, &c. 

Plan 34. 



Plan 35* 



Plan 36. 



Plan 37. 
Plan 38. 



Plan 39- 



Plan 40, 



Plan 41. 
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Details op Figure G. Transverse section on the line G H, Fig. 1. 

Plans, &c. The shoal being in the fair sailing course, forms a barrier to the river navigation during 

the summer, there not being sufficient water for the large steamers to pass over it. Its 
£460. removal will easily be effected by dredging. Estimate £460. 



Plan No. 42. — River at Meelick. 

Plan 42. Plan, on an enlarged scale, of the river at Meelick, to show the position of the proposed 

weir and canal, as also of the sailing course, to be formed by clearing away the shoals, and 
widening the river by cutting away the projecting banks in those parts coloured red. 

The dotted lines, lettered and numbered, refer to the longitudinal and transverse sections 
on Plans 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48. 

These sections show those parts of the bed of the river which require to be lowered, 
and the islands which must be removed, to give a free discharge to the waters. Estimate 
£40,000 £40,000. b 



Plans Nos. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48. 

Plans 43, 44, 45, Details of works at Meelick. 

46, 47, 48. 

Plan No. 49. — Proposed Canal at Meelick. 

Plan 49. Figure 1. Plan of the proposed canal, when finished, showing the situation of the lock. 

(For details of the plan, section, and elevation, see Plan 72.) The dimensions recom- 
mended to be given to all the lock chambers, are 140 feet in length, and 40 feet in width. 

Figure 2. Longitudinal section on the line A B, Fig. 1, showing the soil and substratum 
through which the canal will have to be cut ; as also the line of the water-level and track- 
way- 

figure 3. Transverse section of the canal, as proposed to be executed, having a water 
surface of 100 feet. The banks liable to be affected by the action of the water, to be 
paved with good blocks of limestone. This cut, which is about 1000 yards in length, is 
made to avoid the necessity and expense of improving the navigation of the Cloonahee- 
nogue canal, and rebuilding the accommodation bridges which cross the canal.* 

A drain on the east side will be made, sufficient to carry off the surplus water from the 
side channel. 



Plan 50. 
£1277. 



Plan 51. 



Plan 52. 



Plan No. 50. — Counsellor's Ford. 

Plan of part of the river, showing the shoals and eel weirs which are to be removed at 
Counsellor’s Ford, between Meelick and Banagher. The longitudinal and transverse 
dotted lines show where the sections were taken. Estimate £1277. 

Plan No. 51. 

Counsellor’s Ford, transverse sections. 

Plan No. 52. 

Counsellor’s Ford, longitudinal sections. 



Plan No. 53. — Banagher. 

Plan 53. Figure 1. Enlarged plan of part of the river, at Banagher, showing the relative situa- 

tions of the town, with the bridge, canal, and eel weirs. The red lines mark the position 
of the proposed new bridge, and line of approach to it on the Connaught side ; and the 
canal, as proposed to be enlarged, which will be crossed by a swivel bridge. (For 
detailed drawings of the swivel bridge, see Plan 73.) 

Figure 2. Transverse section of the river at No. 12, Fig. 1. 

Figure 3. Section of the canal, as proposed to be enlarged, with an elevation of the 
swivel bridge. 

Figure 4. Longitudinal section of the shoal, showing the quantity of soil to be removed. 

£25,000. Estimate £25,000. 



Plans 54, 55, 56. 



Plan 57. 



Plans Nos. 54, 55, 56. — Banagher Shoal. 

Plan 54. Transverse sections on the lines marked on Plan 53. 

Plan 55. Transverse sections on the lines marked on Plan 53. 

Plan 56. Longitudinal sections on the lines marked on Plan 53. 

Plan No. 57. — Banagher Bridge. 

Figure 1. Transverse section of the river, on the line of the proposed bridge, showing 
the nature of the bed of the river, and the substrata. 

Figure 2. Section on the line of the proposed bridge, showing the depth of soil to be 
removed ; and also an outline of the bridge. 



* See Mr. Rhodes’s Report, pp. 84, 85, and 86; printed by order of the House of Commons, 10th 
June, 1833. 
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Plan Mo. 58 Proposed New Bridge, Banagher. 

Figure 1. Elevation of the bridge, when finished. 

Figure 2. Plan of the bridge. 

Figure 3. Section through one of the arches. 

.ridge, 

St X bridge will consist of seven elliptical arches, 50 feet span, for leLinJ 

cofferdam, and the foun^tions built 

For details of cast-iron swivel bridge, see Plan 73. 

Plan Mo. 59 Leahinch , near Shannon Harbour, General Plan. 

Figure 1. Enlarged plan, showing the extent of the shoal, with the lines where the 
-various sections were taken. . „ , 

require to be removed, to obtain a fair navigable channel. 

Figure 3, on the line O D, Figure 1. 



Details op 
Plans, &c. 

Plan 58. 



4, 

— 5, „ 

— 6 , „ 

— 7, „ 

— 8 , „ 

Estimate, £550. 



E F, 
G H, 
I K, 
LM, 
N O, 



Plan 59. 



Plan No. 60 Derrgholmes Skoal. 

Figure 1. Plan of part of the river, showing Sliest 

^t^fdotte^Unes^havmgl^tere^nd^giLes of reference, indicate where the sections and 
^ZrltistSngitudinal section on the line A B showing the quantity of earth to be 
Ve 7:it T e iZ, .— S' “foe Figure 1, also showing the quantity 
of soil to be removed. Estimate £2200. 

Plan Mo. 61 Sections, Derrgholmes. 

! 004567 8 9, 10, 11. Transverse sections of the shoal at Derry- 
holmls. reS Se’e Plan 60,’ and the’ figures which refer to these sections. 

Plan No. 62 Bishop's Island, General Plan. 

Figures^, ^ ^^’^^^’^^^^^^^^fget^^'^d^t^h^^he^ame^iieihh^of 
taterT'on Career “m'of Samiltohs Lock. The sections were taken on the lines 
marked on Figure 1. Estimate £2200. 

Plan No. 63 .— Garrymore Shoal, General Plan. 

JT&. 

"^ure 2. Longitudinal section ^£^^^^£^£3: 
vation necessary to procure the ™ P sections 0 f the lines marked on Figure L rf.ow.ng 
Hie d^th of excaVarioA requLd, and where the borings were taken. Estimate £950. 

Plan No. 64 Shannon Bridge, General Plan. 

Figure 1. Enlarged plan of the river, showing the bridge called Shannon Bridge, and 
the eel weirs immediately below it. E 



£550. 



Plan 60. 



£2200 



Plan 61. 



Plan 62. 



£ 2200 . 



Plan 63. 



£950. 



Plan 64. 
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£7000. 



Plan 65. 



£60,000. 



Plan 67. 



Plan 69. 



Plan 70. 



Plan 71. 



£ be mad0 in *• «* 

county end of the bridge. For details see Plan S3 b " across the first arcI ’> King's 

Figures^ L “-See %-e 1. 

letters on figure I. ’ &U ’ tUC tlans,velse sections on the lines, marked with corresponding 

as on the upper tilU iLhSoS tock^EsZateToM? ‘° ° btai " ‘ he Same deptl1 ° fwater 
Pi.au No 65 .—Athlone. 

showing the SuarioZf tWA*| WMglZh!ch?s to be" 110 ”*"’ °d" “£ h ,^ ank oft ' K 
mark the s.tes of the proposed new bridgf and web f V i the coloured red 

level os decided to be regained on the uZe“ UI ? mg u“ P the water to the s ™mer 

(see Plan 68.) as also the approach to th^bridie W .Zu “ co “ s "™ ted “ the canal, 
turn to the present bridge wifi be avoided._Esdmate iZ.OOO.^ 6 raP ‘ d deSCeM a ” d sbar P 

Pl4n No ’ 66 — Athlone Sections of Shoals. 

i Tr~ 2*2 on fhe t fft “ Haa «■ 

same — See Plan 65. ” ‘ * “ e P ro P os ed bridge, with an outline of the 

of die proposed we“r and new'bridgZ the nver : the P arts coloured red show the situation 

new lock Same “ 011 the “PPac <H1 of the 

gation!ZdforThe S fee d’fchaZZZ 'ZeZlZZe?^ f ° r ‘ be P '"' p0SeS ° f the Navi ' 

Plan No. 67 . — Athlone Bridge. 

to be construct’ed’a short distance WdieZiTto SeC -‘ lons ° f t,K , ne ' v brid ge which is proposed 
65. The present one bei^ZtomlyTnXSatZfZ '£ ^ brid S B -See P pian 
havmg only 14 feet of roadway between SeZarlS a*u ° f “■ great a thoroughfare, 
communications across the river Shannon Lt P ara P et '" .Athlone is one of the principal 
The approaches to this S t“ aS ve ZT ofLelM «-and Connaught 

county Westmeath side. ItlspropZel d to ^ hive ZZ'f ’ I » ra P id d «*™« on the 

24 feet, and afoot path, on each side 6feetwVl to elliptical arches, a roadway of 
the parapets. The piei will ,Z,, b d f’ mak , m g. a total breadth of 36 feet between 

upon piles ; the piers and arches to be built Vito Zlar "“i 1 ‘j°® !r d ™s, and to be erected 
hammer-dressed masonry, and the interior with rubblZ Z 16 0 “ tSld i e i s P andril waIls with 
coping with good ashlar, and the footpathTwith latVfl * Z? 1 ” f ls ’ ™g B °»mes, and 
■zed, the abutments of ashlar, and backing with rubble ^ '' * e r ° ad,,ay ‘° be macadam - 

Plan N°. 68 . — Athlone Canal. 

the two bridges which cross k. ^Thl red iSindi^ateX’ S ^' Wg the existin g canal and 
the canal-— the site of the new bridge— toe prooosed to t 1 P ro P osed to be given to 
junction of the two leading to the towns of SCv^d R altcrat '°" °f the road to the 
the points Where the transverse seetZs werf COn ’ m0n - The figures indicate 

substrata. of toe present lock, showing toe nature of toe soil and 

bridgeTaVrZeZ/ting thetew” ?n°ef a litdTrlmoZdZlT ‘° ‘? ke down both 

Connaught-street, and altering the road L * th f , one , °PP oslte the head of 

to the town will be obtained, K 

Part of this bridge will onen with „ ■ . P f, e of a second swivel-bridge will be saved 

See details of brfdge, Nof 73. ’ t0 * ° W steamers and masted vessels to pass. J 

Fj ^ ^ ^ Plan No - 69.— Athlone Sections. 

by the corresponding figureJo^Pllndr^TK taken across l the canal > at the points marked 
required to enlarge L^anal to 

Plan No. 70. — Athlone. 

eftbT g £rZ^ 

Plan No. 71 .—Plan for a Jetty. 

Shannon? ° f ” WOoden i eu & 01 P ler > to be erected in various situations on the Lower 
The proposedjetty to be constructed of Memel or Dantzic timber, Kyauized; thelengto 
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varying according to the situation where it is to be erected, and 25 feet wide, formed with 
a T heacj, so that vessels can lay on either side, or at the outer end, to be provided with 
the necessary mooring posts and capstans for securing the vessels alongside. 

The jetty to be formed with piles 14 inches square, framed together, as shown in the 
elevation and transverse sections, with screw bolts, wale pieces, diagonal braces, and girders. 
Where the foundation is rock, each frame will be made for the particular situation where it 
is to be placed, with a box at the bottom to contain stone ballast for securing it to the 
ground; The platform to be formed of 3 inch plank, Kyanized, spiked down to the joists 
and girders. 

Plan No. 72 — Lock. 

Shows the elevation, plan, and sections of the locks for Meelick and Athlone. 

The chambers, 140 feet long, by 40 feet wide in the clear. 

Inverted arch, side walls, platforms, sills, hollow quoins, square quoins, and wings, to be 
faced with ashlar work. Foundation courses, the backing of walls, and counterforts of 
'squared rubble work. 

Sheet piling to be of Dantzic timber ; bearing piles of elm, beech, or larch ; sleepers and 
platform, plank of Memel or Dantzic timber. Clapping sills of British oak, secured by Lewis 
bolts, and patent felt segments, for gates to traverse on, to be of cast iron, as also the chain 
funnels and the machinery for opening and shutting the gates. 

The lock gates to be constructed of British oak, well framed together, and screwed by 
T and L straps of wrought iron, planked with Memel. Sluices to be of cast iron faced with 
copper, and the machinery of cast or wrought iron. 

Plan No. 73 . — Swivel Bridge. 

Elevation, plan, sections, and details of parts of cast iron swivel bridge for Banagher, 
Shannon Bridge, Athlone, and Lanesborough. 

Span of the bridge to be forty feet in the clear, and roadway sixteen feet ; viz., ten feet 
for the carriage way, fenced off with cast iron guides, and two footpaths three feet each. 

The bridge to be made with two leaves to open and shut horizontally, by means of the 
upper and lower ring, with rollers and guide frame. 

Each leaf to have six ribs, with a tie plate forming a skew back, with the tail and meeting 
plates. Ribs to have flanches at the upper edge to fix the roadway plank, which is to be of 
the best British oak, three inches in thickness, secured to the ribs by three-fourth inch 
screw bolts, and patent felt. 

The balusters and side railing to be of wrought iron, rivetted together on the top, and 
secured into sockets cast on the upper edge of the outer ribs. 

The machinery for opening and shutting the bridge, to consist of rack and wheel work, 
fitted up in the best style of workmanship. 

The masonry for the abutments and traversing platform to be of ashlar work, foundations 
and backing of squared rubble work. 

Plan No. 74 — Diagrams 

Showing the Points where the Borings were taken, at the undermentioned Places 
on the Shannon, below Limerick. 



Diagram. 


Name of Place. 


Name of County. 


No. 1 


Kilrush Pier, 


County Clare, 


„ 2 


Querin Creek, 


„ 55 


„ 3 


Tarbert Harbour. 


,, Kerry, 


„ 4 


Ballylongford, 


„ Limerick, 


„ 5 


Foynes, 


„ 6 


Kilteery, 


55 55 


„ 7 


Glynn, 

Clare, 


,, Clare, 


„ 8 




Above Limerick. 


„ 9 




„ Clare, 


„ 10 


Arthur’s Ferry, 


,, Limerick, 


„ 11 


Plassey Mill, 


55 55 



Plan No. 75. — Lough Bee. 

General plan of Lough Ree, showing the proposed sailing coarse, and the shoal to he 
removed. 



E 2 



Details of 
Plans, &c- 



Plan 72. 



Plan 73. 



Plan 74- 



Plan 75. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






, f 

■g 

ill 









\ -/KTica'm 






- 



♦ 

• ■ 

. . . ■ - ,1 I 



• ■' • ' .. i -.1 ' • . - !■' • ■ • ' t ' 1 1 1 • )■ ! :"••• 






. 















■ ■ 

' i.-.i • :* 1 1 • ‘ • l' 

' 

- . 









I * ■ ■ • . " i 



, 



' 

‘ 












d by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



C 37 ] 



APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX A. 



SHANNON COMMISSION NOTICES. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, February, 1836. 

Sir,— The Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon, under the Act of 5th and 6th Wm. 
IV. cap. 67, having that subject now under consideration, are desirous of obtaining the opinion of 
the body of Proprietors and Occupiers, on the advantages and disadvantages of relieving the low 
lands partially, or entirely, from the periodical and occasional floods. 

. With this view, they would be much obliged to you to send them answers on the following points, 
with the addition of any information or suggestions that, in your judgment, may be worthy of their 
attention. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) Harry D. Jones. 

QUERIES. 

1. Of what callows, or other lands, affected by the inundations of the Shannon, are you proprietor 
or occupier ; and generally the number of acres of each description ? 

2. Where are they situated, and in particular, at what distance from the ordinary summer bed of 
the river ? 

3. To what extent are they flooded ordinarily or occasionally during winter or summer, and for 
what length of periods at a time ? 

4. In what manner are any portions of your land, not absolutely flooded, affected by the risings of 
the river? 

5. What is the nature of the soil of the portions under those different circumstances, and what is 
the nature and quality of the produce obtained from them ? 

6. Do you consider that your lands would be benefited, or otherwise, by the entire or partial 
prevention of the inundations, and in what proportion to their present value ? 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 25 th July, 1836. 

Proprietors, Tenants, and other persons possessing or holding lands on the banks of the Shannon 
and Suck rivers, and who have received a circular letter from the Commissioners for the Improvement 
of the Navigation of those Rivers, appointed under the Act 5th and 6th Wm. IV., chap. 67, are 
requested to return the circulars to this office. 

1 he Commissioners will be glad to receive information regarding the effects of the inundations of 
the Shannon and tributary streams, on the adjoining lands, from any gentleman willing to afford it ; 
and for that purpose, copies of the circular letter containing queries on the subject, have been 
deposited at the undermentioned places, and may be obtained upon application: — 

Athlone — Inland Steam Navigation Company’s Office. 

Ballinasloe — Gill’s Hotel. 

Banagher — Mann’s Hotel. 

Drumsna Kelly, Esq., Engineer to the Navigation. 

Dublin — Office of Public Works, Custom House. 

Killaloe — Inland Steam Navigation Company’s Office. 

Lanesboro’ — Postmaster. 

Limerick and Portumna — Inland Steam Navigation Company’s Office. 

A copy of the Act of Parliament may be seen at the above mentioned places. 

J. F. Burgoyne. 

Harry D. Jones. 

Thos. Rhodes. 



T he Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon, under the Act of 5th and 6th Wm. IV., 
chap. 67-, having under consideration the accommodation required for the trading interests on that 
part of the river between Limerick and Carrigaholt, as well as on the Fergus below Ennis, hereby 
give notice, that as favourable situations for trade are numerous, and as only a certain number can 
reasonably be adopted, they would be glad to be informed by the respective proprietors, and persons 
interested, to what extent or amount they would be inclined to co-operate in any expenditure for the 
improvement of any proposed Landing-place or Pier, as it is probable that the degree to which the 
parties shall be prepared to contribute, may influence the propositions that the Commissioners shall 
be enabled to make to the Legislature. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, October, 1836. 



Appendix A. 
Notices. 
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APPENDIX B. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LIMERICK NAVIGATION COMPANY. 



Appendix B. 



Correspondence 
with Limerick 
Navigation Com- 
pany. 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 18 th October, 1836. 

Sin, — The Commissioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon, under the Act of 5th and 
6th Wm. IV., chap. 67., request that you will communicate to the Proprietors of the Limerick 
Navigation Company, that they deem it their duty to propose that the said Navigation should be 
taken into the hands of Government, and form part of the same general arrangement as the rest of 
the river, with a view to enable them to take measures for effecting the improvement of which it may 
be susceptible. 

The Act requires the Commissioners to value the compensation that they shall consider due to 
parties from whom property is to be taken, or injury done ; and they have therefore to request, that 
the Limerick Navigation Company will be pleased to state to them, what compensation (if any) they 
consider the Company entitled to on being deprived of that Navigation, with their grounds for the 
claim. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 



C. W. Williams, Esq., 15, Eden-quay, Dublin. 



(Signed) Harry D. Jones. 



Limerick Navigation Company. 

March ls<, 1837. 

Sir, — In reply to your letter, informing me that the Commissioners for the Improvement of the 
River Shannon intend proposing that the Limerick Navigation should be taken into the hands of 
Government, and that the Act of 5th and 6th Wm. IV., chap. 67, requires the Commissioners to 
value the compensation which they shall consider due to the parties from whom property may be 
taken, and further requesting the Limerick Navigation Company to state what compensation they 
consider the Company entitled to on being deprived of that Navigation, and also the ground of their 
claims. 

I have now, on the part of the Limerick Navigation Company, as one of the managing directors, to 
state, that by the Act of Parliament incorporating the Company, the shareholders are authorised to 
receive, annually, out of the profits of the Navigation, a sum not exceeding 10 per cent, per annum on 
the Company’s capital stock of £3000. Should it be necessary hereafter to go into the proofs as to 
the grounds on which the Limerick Navigation Company rest their claims for compensation, I should 
state, that looking at the progressive increase in the trade and revenue of the Navigation since the 
date of the Act of Incorporation in 1830, the very defective state, in every respect, in which the 
Company received it, the expenditure of above £20,000 on its various works since that period, 
the nearly complete state in which it now is by reason of this expenditure, and the almost certainty 
that a very small sum will hereafter be annually required for its maintenance, and above all (indepen- 
dently of its surplus revenue,) the certainty of the rapid and progressive increase both in its trade 
and revenue, the Stockholders would consider their dividend out of the surplus revenue, of 10 per 
cent, on the capital of £3000, as equal to, and as well and as firmly secured as any annuity, or as 
the most forward description of property in the kingdom ; and therefore, upon this point, there could 
not be any difficulty in estimating the value of the annuity of £300 per annum, and the amount of 
compensation to be paid for in lieu of it. 

In making this communication, in reply to your letter, and contemplating the proposed measure 
of the' Limerick Navigation passing again into Government hands, whereby its revenues would merge 
into some general fund, applicable to purposes in no way connected with the Limerick Navigation, 
the trade of the City of Limerick, or the great districts in connexion with that city, I feel bound to 
state the serious objections which the Limerick Navigation Company, in common with the commercial 
and trading interest of Limerick, and also the landholders and traders of the numerous towns around 
Lough Derg, make to the proposed transfer of the Navigation and its revenue to any Government 
Board. 

In the proposed measure of a transfer, they recognize not only the likelihood of serious injury 
to their several interests, by the abandonment of all hope of seeing many sources of trade, and internal 
intercourse created or improved, but which, under another management, might all become valuable 
and immediate sources of industry and trading to large districts of Limerick, Clare, Galway, Tipperary, 
and King’s County. 

Among these may be classed the rendering navigable several tributary rivers, which now flow into 
or near to Lough Derg, and all of which may be made not only available sources of benefit to their 
respective districts, and of trade to the city of Limerick, but of a great increase of revenue to the 
Limerick Navigation itself; and, from that peculiar combination, susceptible of having those Naviga- 
tions created and carried on with cheapness, their trade being subject to very low tolls, one of the 
most valuable considerations in the working of internal communications. In referring to the capability 
of this great district, and which may be said to belong particularly to the Limerick Navigation, this 
Company are struck with the forcible observations of Mr. Thomas Rhodes, Civil Engineer, on 
surveying several of them, viz., the Brusna to Parsonstown, Ballyshrule and Cappagh Rivers towards 
Loughrea, the Rosmore River towards Woodford, and the Scariff River towards Scariff and Tom- 
graney. (See Mr. Rhodes’ Report on those several capabilities ordered by the House of Commons 
to be printed, 11th of August, 1832.) 

Many other available sources of improved intercourse are also to be found in the neighbourhood 
equally connected with the trade of Limerick and the prosperity of the Limerick Navigation, and 
which may all be effected by a judicious application of the means arising from the present and future 
surplus revenues of the Limerick Navigation, but which are wholly out of the province or means of 
the Commission for Improving the River Shannon, and which never would justify or repay a separate 
expenditure of capital from whatever source it might be derived. 

The Limerick Navigation Company recognize also in the provisions of their Act of Incorporation, 
11th Geo. IV. cap. 126, the principle of confining the proceeds of the Navigation to the promotion 
expressly of its own peculiar interests; and which is wholly incompatible with that of the proposed 
transfer, under which the revenue derivable from the Limerick Navigation, would not only be with- 
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,T T ht ”*? TX** •*** * •*» Ejecta, which, 

.he principle of .’trier, anXSSE T *5* H *? * 

connected with the Navigation, by the withdrawing it= »„ ' 1 lnfilcted . on the traders and carriers 
hy which tolls on this rc ™“’ *>- destroying the nte.ns 

profitV^surplus^^raue^han^be^espended » tSSfg.dof CdT' °" £* C “ P “ ° f i3000 ' * he 

I he principle of the proposed transfer 'therefore ?• ’ , d to . ”° other purpose whatsoever.” 

Act. It appears to the Limerick Navigation (impinT tSnot’^fT lU °” n ““t r “°S““ l1 L y the 
necessary practical object, hut that it would dcstrov the o’ I u l i y W0I J d such transfer effect no 
of Parliament, of improving i naSl. S I ° nl ? »vatl.ble means hereafter, by the authority 
commerce of ’iJmeriLT'th. ^ »f extending thl 

revenue, of the Limerick Navigation hy intercourse with those “stects d ‘' eCtly ‘" c ™ n S th “ 
into .he rivers flowing 

Government, or by presentment onthe adiZTJ ^ “ ““P 1 *>““ ° fa J™ct grant from 
on the part of the traders and carriers on this Navigation of Sm^T 68--1 ha ™ dee "? ed k necessary 
and of the merchants and traders of Limerick to mate fl-fsc hh L “ d -™ e " «f the adjotmng counties, 
the result may he, it will not have the effect of “1,‘r • .1' ■*> th « hope that whatever 
Limerick Navigation Company's Act wf based and t P™ ci P lc th. 

improving the sources of trade navigation nn H us extinguish for ever the only means of 

lion hereafter in the tolls of this part of the Navigation.” 6 enumerated > or of effecting a reduc- 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

Capt. H. D. Jones, &c. (Signed) Charles W. Williams. 

No. 1 — Establishment and Salaries. 

Collector and Secretary, . * . ■* 

Lock-keepers, Bank Rangers, and Engineer, ’ 

“" a ,?2n?e2, Ct0rS ’ inCMnS tr ” e “ inS eXPen . SeS ““ ‘ h ’” <**W 

Lock-keeper, pension, . ’ 
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No. 2. Expenditure on Works and Repairs. 

Expense oStriftaen.? 16 ^"’ I83 °’ ‘° 1S ‘ Feb "“ y ’ 1836 ’ 
Rebuilding Ball’s Bridge, . 

Interest to Treasurer, for advances, . 4 -hnn 1 ^ , 

Ditto (on loan), to Board of Public Works, . * 

Athlunkard Bridge, Debentures for old house on Ball’s Bridge 

Sd“S£Te»r r Funt1 ’ “ V6S,ed in GoT “‘ Sta *' •' 

Expenditure on Works, under two loans from the Board of 
Pubho Works. £8, 900, and £6,500, . 14 39 SK 5 K 1 

ExDeitded eCel f pd v b 'f 1 n ? 0ard Bubhe Works on foot of loans, l^OOO 0 0 
.expended on foot of balance of second loan of £6,500 



Received amount of Tolls, 
Ditto of Rents, 



Deduct Capital liable to dividend of 10 



per cent., 



Property (independent of the Navigation), Checks and 
debentures on Athlunkard Bridge, 

ConTols^ 7 C ° ntin ff enc y Fund ’ in - £414 19*- 4^,3 per cent. 
Good Debts, 

Dredge boat, cost £1,766*14 s. 3d. ; "value *. 



£6,963 14 6| 
884 10 10 



1,070 14 8 

379 19 4 
224 17 5 
1,500 0 0 



150 


0 


0 


78 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


528 


0 


4 


4,630 


15 


1 


725 


5 


0 


2,998 


3 


3 


1,614 


5 


6 


1,070 


14 


8 


379 


19 


4 


1,500 


0 


0 


1,398 


16 


10 


14,317 


19 


8 


7,848 


5 


4* 


6,469 : 


14 


3J- 


3,000 


0 


0 



3,469 14 3£ 



£3,175 11 5 



_ (Signed) John More, Accountant. 
No. 3. — Rate of Tolls. 

whatn?- rat - G P er ton > on commodities except turf boats, is one shilling iv„ oil 

accord!^ to thfweiehtTa^rM 17 ’ 7 J ® X , em P, tion . or d ™inution, the full toll being charged 
Stein and Brown^ Jrf bZ and 3 f 7 the F inted ‘able of the draft of water on each boat, 
ttent ; these k,! !!, j. Sma11 countl T c ™ ft > cannot be weighed or have tables of measure- 
former Dire < ' n P ^ according to contents. lurf is carried under an agreement made hv the 
f »«r shiSngs for eStTol lLd * In ‘““ l “‘"S* 110 ”' with Messrs - S ‘“” “d Browne, at the rate of 

(Signed) John More, Accountant. 
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No. 4. — Number of Vessels and their Tonnage. 



This Return cannot be made out, as many turf boats and country craft have no names, or tables of 
easurement. _ . 

The tonnage of such boats as have measurement tables, was, in the year 1835, — tons, 34, 102. 

The tolls on tonnage and rents, from September, 1830, to 31st. August, 1835, were, 



In 1831, Tolls, 










£1,092 


14 


0 








„ Rents, 










124 


6 


2 



























£1,217 


0 


2 


In 1832, Tolls, 










1,117 


0 


71 


















124 


6 


2 


















— 


— 


— 


1,241 


6 


9^ 


In 1833, Tolls, 










1,209 


7 


3 








„ Rents, 










124 


6 


2 


















— 


— 


— 


1,333 


13 


5 


In 1834, Tolls, 










1,349 


12 


1 








Rents 










214 


6 


2 








” 
















— 


1,563 


18 


3 


In 1835, Tolls, 










1,494 


8 


9 








,, Rents, 










303 


6 


2 


















— 


— 


— 


1,797 


14 


11 


















£7,153 


13 


61 



(Signed) John More, Accountant. 

No. 5. — Incumbrances. 

Due the Treasurer, ...... £'3,469 14 3| 

Due Board of Public Works, on two loans, .... 13,000 0 0 

£16,469 14 3| 

Besides the capital of £3,000, upon which is payable an annual dividend, amounting to £300 
a-year, pursuant to the Act incorporating the Company. 

(Signed) John More, Accountant. 



APPENDIX C. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH GRAND CANAL COMPANY. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, Is* August, 1836. 

S IR) The Commissioners for the Improvement of the Shannon, in opening a communication with the 

Directors of the Grand Canal Company, on one very important matter connected with the charge 
confided to them, think it their duty to transmit a copy of the Act of 5 and 6 William IV. chap. 67, 
under which they are appointed ; although they are sensible that the Directors must be perfectly 
aware of its nature, and have had under consideration the object of its provisions. 

The declared intention of the Legislature is to effect a great improvement of the River Shannon, 
for the purposes of navigation and drainage, and this work is considered to be so much one of national 
importance, as to authorise all the preliminary inquiries to be made at the public expense, and to 
acknowledge the propriety of contributing largely from the public funds for its execution, provided 
the result of this investigation, now in progress by the Commissioners, shall prove that the object can 
be obtained at a reasonable expense, and more particularly without any undue outlay in favour of 
individual or partial interests. , . 

In order that nothing may interfere with the arrangements that may be deemed necessary tor the 
public and general benefit to be produced by the contemplated improvements, the Commissioners 
consider that it will be their duty to recommend that the public should resume possession of that part 
of the river now in the hands of the Company. ... 

The Act requires the Commissioners to value the compensation that they shall consider due to 
parties from whom property is to be taken, or injury done, and they have, therefore, to request that 
the Directors of the Company will be pleased to state to them what compensation, if any, they 
consider the Company entitled to, on being deprived of that portion of the river now in their hands, 
with their grounds for claim. 

The value of the Middle Shannon may be classed under two heads, first as a source of direct 
revenue and profit to the Company, and secondly as a feeder to the Canal. 

With regard to the first, the Commissioners request a statement of the receipts and expenditure 
on account of that branch for the last seven years. 

As respects the second, it is clear, that as a feeder to the Canal, the Company must largely benefit 
by any improvements made in the Shannon and tributaries, whether to the advantage of its navigation, 
or by that of drainage, .to the extending of the resources of agricultural or other produce, and to the 
increased prosperity of its population. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. F. Burgoyne. 

The Secretary, Grand Canal Company. 
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Grand Canal House, 2 6th October, 1836. 

pensation, if any, the Grand cTalS™„l7 ' "T ?“•' ■' *5” S . h “' “ d “q»W”g «h* com- 
and the grounds for the claims the Directors de^re'mo 6 /!,' 8 de l ,n, f d ? f ’’i™ Portion of the river, 
facility to the public resuming the possession of the whol f ci' thelr wlllll) gncss to afford every 
their vested rights will be rosnected anilTw 1 • ,7? T' i,lla ”"“"- i» perfect confidence that 

For this purpose, it is nSyt“ V m, To W 1 „f'S .““I 10 "”'”" d ely appreciated, 
improvement of that river has been a primary obieM of the T “7,“"° W ‘ ,h “ Sl “ 1,10n ' Tll ° 
where the 2nd Geo. I. ch. 12, reciting “ Tha? e2t ,* f . h > u” 8 '* ever »nce the year 1715, 
“berod the midland parts of this kingdom, and were notTidv”* Y 8 “ d *“”? grounds, oneum- 
“ a bar to the inland commerce of the habitable remain 1 8 ! lm passable, and inaccessible, but 

appointed Commissioners to make a canal' from Dublin *Tt 0 “ r for »“le f "tors,” 

various statutes, some of which provided a oermanen f, d This object was followed by 

gallon, and showed that the Legislature regarded such ee l f i a" “ d otllor "'“ rts of Inland Navi- 
almost inseparably connected as^nfand thTs.me work ’ ‘"P™'™* » f »•' Shannon, as 

no d!S “ im^Te®^™^' tET"* ° f S °'T‘ h - d “• «r 

present Company was incorporated by 11th afd ‘° a 7* cr, 7 rs > “ d the 

tiou between Dublin and the Shannon, with an off i„J,t , i, ma:i; an , lnlai,d c °mmmca- 

“ Dublin might be far more certainlv and chp-inkr • r j -,i ° t le B arrow » “whereby the City of 
objects have been so far accomplished, that £ 80 000* S° St of J e necessaries of life” These 
public, and there is an annual export of setrtl m’S \ • -° rn ' 50lmt,os ’ are now saved to the 

could not feed its own population. P 1 ° f P rovislons from a country which formerly 

Navigation! a^MGet In!, “ft** “ S1 ™ 

their navigation to the Shannon, at or near Binio-W , IV * f' ana Company, to complete 

of their own money, and Em soon Z Condl ! lon , of their expending double that sum 

should be charged on corn, meal, malt or flour brought to'cMr" S , 10U ! d be C0 ™P lete(| , 110 higher toll 
river 10 miles below Bana^her, h”n half t 1 3 L? ' f?,- tha ‘ ca " al > from «"y Part of the 

after the first Act for that purpose. ’ y e P ected to find completed m half a century 

rs:H^ 

wiMmmmm 

P ‘p tl,S ’ “d “ th ” ? ir "' 0rS G “ eral ’ h » «» FouSta 
- . *P eci ine navigation from time to time, and cause the neeessarv renairs to u 

ever sinL arg b°y Inv S’tlf’T: d""" ? ” y '’ re “ h otcon ; ract ' and ™ serious damage has been sustained 
er since, by an\ of the traders, in consequence of any defect in the Navigation or works during 

neulJc teTbyTe "(Jrand c“''l TV increasing, it cannot be supposed to have beef 

o ctea by the Grand Canal Directors, whose interest and duty oblige them to keen it in f,,v 
working order, and navigable for all vessels which can pass on the canal, especially when it « recorded 

22nd Jt5?Ts08 '° ■ d' d , Na,1 f t “ n “ Irel “ d > ordered by the Housed Commons, on the 
~r°. Jal J' l 808 ; *? 1,6 printed, that the Company ejpended thereon over and above the iit jJT 
obtained under them contract, no less a sum than £30,222 19a. U. of their owt, money ’ ’ 

sud'den’ ? at ‘Jonivigation of the greatest river in the British isles, most be liable to 

died whhmT h f fi ds and , te ,"’P“ l!! ’ wl ” cl1 precaution can avert, and which cannot be reme- 

Sii I tm d V>: exp t nse ’ “ dti “ d e% of weeks or months, until favourable weather and 

noS:tf£r“ s aS r it h 



Grand Canal Com- 
pany, Correspon- 
dence with. 



8 Geo. I., ch. 6. 

3 Geo. II., ch. 3. 
23 Geo. II., ch. 3. 
2.5 Geo. II., ch. 10. 
29 Geo. II., ch. 10. 
7 Geo. III., ch. 2G. 



See Return, No. 1, 
hereunto subjoined. 
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Appendix C. Immediately on the junction of the Shannon and canal, the Directors, in order to open the trade 

with Dublin, reduced, on the 4th October, 1806, the toll payable on the Grand Canal, on all commo- 

CJrand 1 Canal Com- dities brought towards Dublin, on any part of the Shannon below Portumna, to per ton per 
pany, Correspon- m il e . They granted a drawback of the whole toll on the Shannon and canal, on all commodities 
dence with. conveyed from Dublin and Limerick, and all other places south of Islamore on Lough Derg, and a 
like exemption of all tolls to the trade from Dublin to the North Shannon above Athlone. 

By these and other reductions, they induced several enterprising individuals to qmbark in the 
Shannon trade, and extensive stores were built at O’Brien’s Bridge. 

The Directors General having agreed with the Limerick Company to complete their Navigation 
by the 1st December, 1807, a flood destroyed most of their works, which postponed until December, 
1810, the offer of the Directors General to deliver them up as complete. But the Limerick Company 
refusing to take them off their hands, the Directors General resorted to the extraordinary expedient 
of keeping up a dam which had been placed at the entrance of the Doonass Canal, whereby the direct 
communication between Limerick and Dublin continued to be cut off until June 11th, 1814, when in 
consequence of various complaints by the Grand Canal Company and others, the obstruction was 
removed by the peremptory order of Government, but not until several of the boat owners on the 
Shannon, ruined by expense and losses, abandoned the trade, and enterprize was extinguished. 

On the Upper Shannon, however, the dangerous navigation of Lough ltee, and the wretched state 
of the works above it, which remained in the hands of the Directors General, did not prevent the 
encouragement given by the Company, from opening a partial intercourse with that part of the Navi- 
gation, and Athlone became the centre of a rising traffic, when unfortunately the extension of the 
Royal Canal to the Shannon, by public money, and at half tolls, left but small remains of that trade to 
the Grand Canal Company, who, however, by means of reduced tolls, maintained a trade from the 
Middle Shannon, and particularly from Portumna. 

The Directors had, for some time, meditated the establishment of steam boats on the Shannon, 
when, in 1826, Captain Grantham an experienced Engineer, who had been for several years employed 
by Government, in a survey of that river, proposed to establish one, and they did not hesitate to 
encourage him by a further reduction of canal tolls, and an exemption from all river tolls, on the trade 
conveyed by means of steamers, between Dublin and the upper and lower portions of the Shannon. 

This encouragement induced a Joint Stock Company to set up steamers also on the Shannon, whose 
interest, and that of Mr. Grantham, were afterwards purchased by Charles Wye Williams, Esq., who 
proposed to establish a trading intercourse through Dublin between Liverpool and Limerick, and 
other places on the Shannon below Portumna, by means of steam vessels, and also for conveying pas- 
sengers to and from Shannon Harbour, with an outlay of considerable capital. The Company soli- 
citous to encourage such enterprizes, granted him for fourteen years the reduction of toll and bounties 
for passengers stated in Return, No. 2. 

But for these encouragements, there would probably have been no steamers on the Shannon to this 
hour. Yet the only complaints of the Navigation have originated with the owners of those vessels, 
which were not contemplated at the time of the Company’s contract with the Directors General, and 
have been sometimes built on too large a scale for the canal, or the locks and bridges through which 
they were intended to pass. 

Nevertheless, Mr. C. W. Williams, the chief manager for the Inland Steam Navigation Company, 
has testified in 1831, before a Committee of the House of Commons, “ That boats drawing 4 feet 
“ 6 inches, are sufficient for the commercial intercourse to and from Limerick ; that the scale of locks 
“ on the Grand Canal is sufficient for the Shannon trade, and equal to any Inland Navigation in England ; 
“ that the Company are endeavouring to put the river in the best state they can, and that the Limerick 
“ Navigation was in a very dilapidated state when he got possession of it ; far worse than Mr. Rhodes 
“ has reported the state of the Navigation under the Grand Canal Company ; the lock-gates were 
“ almost all in a decayed state, the banks in very bad order, and the canal and river full of shoals. It 
“is scarcely possible to conceive a navigation in a worse condition than this was while under the direc- 
tions of Government.” 

Mr. Rhodes has given similar testimony against the navigation of the Upper, compared with the 
Middle Shannon. Since those gentlemen were examined, the Company have placed upwards of 100 
metal beacons and sheet iron floating buoys throughout this Navigation, and executed various other 
repairs to facilitate the trade. 

At the Union, the 40th Geo. III., granted £500,000 “to open one or more lines of communication 
“ between Dublin and the Shannon, and to render that river navigable from Lough Allen to the sea, 
“ connected with affording a further protection for the trade of the Port of Dublin.” The half million 
has been expended, but with what advantage to the Company ? The purchased reduction of the 
tolls of the Royal Canal has increased its power of rivalry on the Upper Shannon, while adequate 
compensation for a like purchase of tolls, was refused to the Grand Canal Company. 

They have been accused of a monopolizing spirit, in consequence of a precaution (which was never 
acted upon,) to prevent the immunities granted to the Steam Company from being turned against their 
own. But subsequent events have evinced the necessity of such precaution, for the Steam Company 
have bought up most of the boats and establishments which were previously engaged in the trade of 
the Middle Shannon and Lough Derg, which they have been enabled to do by their superior capital, 
and the too exclusive privileges granted to them by the Grand Canal Company. 

. Were the Company deprived of the control of the Middle Shannon, and the whole river made 

navigable in the manner proposed, steam power employed on the lakes free of tolls, and on the other 
part of the river at low rates, would probably draw a large portion of the trade downwards towards the 
sea, and upwards towards the Royal Canal. 

The Steam Company would be enabled to extinguish all remains of competition, and obtain a com- 
plete monopoly of the internal trade to and from Dublin ; or they, or some other rival Company may 
hereafter find it their interest to turn the whole current of import and export trade from the Port 
of Dublin, or force the Company to such a reduction of tolls as would render the Shannon useless to 
them. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, and without any positive assurance what plan is to be pursued 
respecting the Shannon, it is impossible to state precisely what loss the Company may sustain by 
being deprived of all control over the traders, and a Navigation which they may be said to have pur- 
chased and managed for thirty years as their own property. 

The case of- the Company stands briefly thus : — They sunk their capital in a canal to the nearest 
point of the Shannon, through vast tracts of bogs, on the faith of an implied engagement of the 
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? rr bl8 “? «W th “ f ™‘ * *Wr labour. On the faith of 
Parliament they not only ex * nded the toremontioned rums, but incurred an enormous debt which 
or throe-ond-twen t, years a ter that work was completed loft them not one shilling ’ 

By the wretched state of the whole Navigation they were forced into an improvident contract with 
the Directors General which however, has been substantially fulfilled ; and.^while a rival canal was 
sot up against then, at the public expense, they have uniformly adhered to the spirit of the Ac“u„™ 
winch they were incorporated, and studied to protect and inciease the trade io P DnbB„, and export to 
Slhef«e’«t?tM to tW m” P ° S fJ “f" 8 "™* sh <>uld prove beneficial to the public, they submit 
expect JfromSe change. ““I"’” 8 " 1 '”"- » P'oportion to the national advantage 

ColZ P ot“,r h /,r r 4 eSi “- » ^joined of the receipts and expenditure of the 

Company on account of the Shannon Navigation, for the last seven years, but the value of the Middle 

re™,'; h . e "de“„; n ,r annual .inn. but 1st be toSeS L 

rn fn? ft, f ?. a ’ and 3,1 exi8t ‘»g and fluctuating circumstances. Even if the highest 

ra e of authorised Shannon toll had been uniformly levied, the amount would form no standard ° still 
eS AU 0 holh from 1 ?! reCelptS ’7 h ! n tHe f GateSt I )art of the trade has been carried free of toll. ’ 
ap^S 2 ^ har^^ioaTa'r th^ UrnS ’ ? ™TV ° f th ° Middle Sha ""™> *>r ‘he last seven years, 
the entire trade. 3 7 h " might have been q uadru P led had the toll been charged on 

he^Srit 10 ! T nece f a '7 t0 draw trade t0 the canal, *> Should that toll be 
willing „3 | P Dubl ,1 “ trade . : a check mil he given to the traffic, by which the Company 

will loose m a still greater proportion, being compelled to reduce their canal tolls. P 7 

, i n j, act th ? va ue t0 the ° f the Middle Shannon > 38 a ^eder to their canal, must in future 

depend on circumstances which they cannot control. 

. Such control is not to be regarded in reference merely to that portion of the river in itself, but as 

faoacftv 'fff r ^°T P “ y rCgU at "' g lnfluenc 'r over trade of the entire of that Navigation, and a 
capacity of rendering its resources more or less available for promoting the trade to Dublin. 

Independent y of any benefit from the Middle Shannon, as a feeder to the canal, and influencing 
the trade, the Company must forego al the increased annual revenue resulting from the extension of 
the mere river trade, which wil no doubt follow the contemplated improvements of the Navigation. 

In conclusion, I am desired by the Directors to repeat their anxious wishes to co-operate with the 
Commissioners in promoting the objects which the Legislature appears to have in view. They trust 
fJr ihT If 6 Pre ' ed ‘ ng stat ™ 1 they have laid sufficient grounds for receiving liberal compensation 
° Ut t0 them ’ and the losses they have sustained by their 
connexion with the Shannon and are likely to encounter by their proposed resumption of it. 

nlw rM-tJf 1 !! totally r ab!e at P resent t0 specify any precise pecuniary compensation for relin- 
3“. bg . h ? M ' dd ! e S ™°?> be § lea ' c respectfully to suggest, that upon their resigning it in its present 
state, and abandoning all claim, on account of their before-mentioned expenditure of £30,222 10s Id 
the three late extensions of their line to Ballinasloe, Mountmellick, and Kilbeggan should be assigned 

to S bAf e ,h.°t to f ‘ he ‘ ,g e reg “ 0 len K th ot lh » se * b *“ extensions, amounting 

to™ b ^‘ dd ° sh “”? n - wh,dl the y »ill have to surrender, and their claim. to 

t em being fortified by their having expended upon each of them considerable sums over and above 
the amount of the Government loans for their formation. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

Edward Lawson, Secretary . 



No. 1 — Copy of Letters from John Killaly, Esq., to the Directors of the Grand Canal. 

1 Glh August, 1810. 

I parted from Mr. Brownrigg this day, after his examination of the Shannon works, with which (I 
am happy to inform you) he appears highly pleased. The boat, No. 285, drawing 5 feet 9 inches and 
carrying upwards of 60 tons, passed from the north end of the Athlone canal, to the north entrance of 
Lough Derg, without meeting the least impediment. Mr. Brownrigg admits your contract to be 
completed in all its parts, and has promised to make a Report to the Directors General, to that effect 
in a few days. ’ 

(Signed) John Killaly. 



No. 2. 

No higher toll than one penny per ton per mile, to be charged on the Grand Canal, not exceeding 
5s. per ton, including sea lockage to the Liffey, on any commodity conveyed to or from Dublin, or 
any other part of the canal, and all places, two miles below Portumna, on the Shannon, by aid of 
steamers. J 

Drawback allowed thereout, leaving toll no more than 3s. per ton, on corn, meal, malt, and 
flour, brought from Limerick to Dublin, for export , to England or Scotland, being little more 
than a halfpenny per ton per mile, Irish. 

No higher toll on any article, conveyed by any boats to or from Dublin and Athlone, and all 
places northward thereof, than 4s. 8 d. per ton. 

Drawback allowed thereout, leaving toll no more than 3s. 6d. per ton, on corn brought to Dublin 
from Athlone, and places north of that town. 

And this rate is further lowered to 3s. per ton, on corn, meal, and flour, brought by any traders 
from places ten miles north of Athlone, to Dublin, for export. 

All boats plying to or from Dublin, and any part of the river above Shannon Harbour, and the 
Steam Company’s boats below Portumna, and also 20 miles on the Grand Canal, are exempted from 
Shannon toll ; Irish coal, ores, and slates, carried also on the Grand Canal, or Ballinasloe Canal, 
together with baggage and military stores, are, in like manner, made free of river toll. 

To encourage the trade in passengers, a bounty of 2 s.6d. was allowed for each person conveyed by 



Appendix C. 

Grand Canal Com- 
pany, Correspon- 
dence with. 



See Return No. 3, 
hereunto subjoined- 
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Appendix C. steamers to or from Limerick, and all other places six miles south of Shannon Harbour, the effect of 

which, as regards the two Companies, is as follows: — 

Grand Canal Com- ' 1st Cabin. 2nd Cabin, 

pany, Correspon- s d s d 

dence with. Fares of Grand Canal Passage Boats, between Dublin and Shannon Harbour, 9 0 6 3 

Deduct bounty, . . . . . .2,626 

Nett Grand Canal fares for 80 British miles, , . , 6 6 3 9 

4 6 3 0 

2 6 2 6 

Nett Shannon fares, for 54 British miles, . . . . 7 0 5 9 



No. 3. — Return of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Middle Shannon for each of the 
last seven Years, distinguishing each Year. 



ars ending 


Receipts. 


Years ending 




Expenditure. 


; December. 


£ s. 


d. 


28th February. 




£ s. d. 


1829, 


327 15 


6 


1830, 




223 18 11 


1830, 


360 1 1 


5 


1831, 




198 1 10 


1831, 


310 2 


0 


1832, 




416 8 7 


1832, 


256 8 


1 


1833, 




264 19 0 


1833, 


266 2 


6 


1834, 




316 9 6 


1834, 


241 17 


2 


1835, 




421 8 5 


1835, 


251 15 


2 


1836, 




C5 




£2,014 11 


10 






£2,510 7 5 



George R. M'Alpin, Book-keeper. 



Fares by Steamers between Limerick and Shannon Harbour, 

Add bounty, ..... 




No. 4. An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Grand Canal Company, for the 
last Seven Years, on account of that portion of the Shannon under the charge of the Company. 
RECEIPTS. , ' DISBURSEMENTS. 

£ s. d 

One Collector at Portumna, . . 450 0 0 

Four Lock-keepers, viz., at Athlone, 
Shannon-bridge, Banagher, and 
Clonaheenogue, . . . 430 15 I 

Sundry repairs, Mason Work, erect- 
ing Buoys and Beacons, Dredg- 
ing, &c 1629 12 4 



Amount of Tolls on Boats which 
did not enter on the Grand Canal, 
Amount of Tolls on Boats which 
did enter on the Grand Canal, . 
Amount of Tolls received from 
Turf Cots, . 



29th February, 1 836. 



George R. M‘Alfix, Book-keept 



No. 5. A Return of the Number of Boats and their Tonnage which navigated the Shannon from 
Portumna and Athlone respectively; likewise the Amount of Tolls received from Boats 
which navigated the Shannon, but which did not enter on the Grand Canal. And also the 
Amount of Tolls received from Boats which did enter the Grand Canal, distinguishing Turf 



Tolls from that received for Produce or Merchandize : likewise the Grand Canal Tolls 
received from all Boats navigating the Shannon for the last Seven Years, from 1st January, 1829, 
and ending 31st December, 1835. 



Amount of 
Grand Canal 
Tolls on Boats 
which Navi- 
gated the 
Shannon.* ! 



The smallness of the Amount of Shannon Toll is to be attributed to the facts stated in the printed schedule that 
Boats plying to or from Dublin, and any part of the river above Shannon Harbour, and Steam Navigation Company’s 
Boats two miles below Portumna, and also twenty miles on the Grand Canal, are exempt from that Toll by a special 
order ; therefore, there is no Shannon Toll charged on goods brought from Athlone to Dublin. 

Michael Sweeny, Accountant to Grand Canal Company. 



Those are the Gross Amounts of Tolls received, the drawbacks allowed not having been deducted. 



Y,„.. 


No. of 
Boats. 


Portumna 

Tonnage. 


Boats. 


Athlone 

Tonnage. 


Amount of 
Tolls on Boats 
which did not 

Grand Canal. 


Amount of 
Tolls on Boats 
which did 

Grand Canal. 


Amount of 
Tolls received 
from Turf 


1829 


342 


Tons. Cwts. 
9,252 0 


88 


Tons. Cwts. 
1,519 0 


£ s. d. 
82 17 3 


£ s. d. 
168 10 10 


£ s. d. 
28 10 1 


1830 


450 


13,169 10 




1,199 15 


161 2 10 


137 6 11 


41 12 9 


1831 


428 


12,586 0 


124 


2,462 5 


117 6 7 


113 12 1 


35 16 1 


1832 


380 


11,639 15 


107 


2,719 15 


111 2 9 


87 11 6 


22 7 8 


1833 


413 


13,407 10 


151 


4,336 5 


128 19 4 


94 9 9 


15 16 10 


1834 


441 


13,885 10 


171 


4,684 15 


121 18 10 


71 8 0 


24 3 1 


1835 


467 


15,482 5 


130 


3,993 0 


97 12 10 


66 10 7 


20 6 7 
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APPENDIX D. 

LETTER FROM MR. O’BRIEN, AGENT TO THE INLAND STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

Kilrush Steam Packet Office, December, 1837. 

Gentlemen, — I beg to inclose the Return which you requested ; I also send a Statement of our 
Exports and Imports for the last ten years. 

It affords me much pleasure in being able to state, that the trade and condition of the people in this 
district appear much improved since the introduction of Steamers on the Lower Shannon. 

I recollect when first Mr. Williams commenced on the Lower Shannon, Kilrush was a very insigni- 
ficant little place, quite deserted, without trade or commerce ; it is now a rising town, with a number 
of respectable inhabitants and merchants ; and the corn market, which was formerly rated at 2d. per 
stone under Limerick, is now fully equal, and, in some cases, better than the latter. 

This improvement, so important to the farmer, was certainly caused by the cheap and expeditious 
conveyance between this port and Limerick; because the Country farmer at once saw the absurdity of 
selling his corn in Kilrush, at 6d. per stone, when he could get it conveyed to Limerick by steam, for 
one farthing per stone, where the price was 8 d. per stone. This soon created a competition in the 
price, and soon broke down the old monoply, so injurious to the public. 

The facility of conveyance between Kilrush and Limerick had also a tendency to bring competitors 
into the field ; and now, instead of one corn merchant, as was the case formerly, we have eleven ; and 
instead of two grocers, we have fifteen ; and instead of two woollen drapers, we have twelve, and so on. 

Kilkee and Miltown, on the Clare side, and Bally bunion, on the Kerry side, have been equally 
benefited. Previous to the introduction of Steamers on the Lower ■ Shannon, these places were 
scarcely known ; they are now rising towns, and will, I trust, after a little time, compete with some of 
your English favourite watering places. 

At Kilkee there are 305 very fine lodges, some of which brought £30 per month, last season ; at 
Miltown there are 204, and at Ballybunion there are 96, with excellent hotels and boarding houses. 

Persons leaving Limerick in the morning, are now enabled to breakfast at Kilkee — thus performing 
a journey of 60 miles in the short space of five hours. 

This Company has rendered invaluable services to this part of the country, which are not generally 
known, but for which the people seem much indebted. A great deal still remains to be done to 
perfect our trade in this quarter ; our pier is quite unequal to the trade, which is every day increasing. 

At present there are nine vessels at the pier, and so crowded are we, that the steamer is put com- 
pletely out of berth, and is obliged to anchor in the stream, and land her cargoes and passengers in open 
boats — a very dangerous process at this season of the year. 

I am, Gentlemen, with great respect, your obedient Servant, 

P. B. O’BRIEN. 

To the Commissioners for the Improvement of the River Shannon. 



STATEMENT of the Number of Vessels frequenting the Kilrush Pier for the last Three Years. 



Ye “- 


— 


Vessels 

Loading 


Discharg- 

ing. 


Distress. 


Trading 
Hookers, <fec. 


Plying 

Kilkee. 


1835 


From 1st Nov., 1834, to 1st Nov., 1835, 


32 


5 


2 


103 


7 


1836 


From 1st Nov., 1835, to 1st Nov., 1836, 


34 


6 


8 


690 


20 


1837 


From 1st Nov., 1836, to 1st Nov., 1837, 


37 


7 


10 


743 


30 



Appendix D. 
Kilrush. 

Letter from Mr. 
O'Brien, Agent to 
the Inland Steam 
Navigation 
Company. 



This Statement does not comprise the Steamers which ply daily, but which, I fear, will be obliged 
to stop for want of a berth for discharging or taking in. 

ABSTRACT of the Imports and Exports of Kilrush, for the last Ten Years. 



Imports. 



Years. 


R. Salt. 


VV. Salt. 


Coals. 


Iron. 


Ware. 




Her- 

rings. 


SUNDRIES. 




Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Crates. 


Tons. 


Barrels. 




1826 


120 


_ 


_ 


- 


- 


100 


- 




1827 


180 


_ 


189 


70 


10 




60 




1828 


_ 


- 


151 


140 


- 


- 


50 




1829 


165 


_ 


115 


48 


— 


— 


— 




19 10 






63 


30 


- 


- 


130 




1831 


_ 


50 


177 


120 


- 


- 


150 




1832 


_ 


160 


150 


80 


- 


- 


- 




1823 


_ 


63 


80 


50 




- 


- 






_ 


152 


85 


236 


— 


' — 


— 




1835 


95 


40 


88 


130 


T 


! 


400 


5 tons of Fish, 1 bale of Coffee, 1 hag of 
Rice, 1 cask of Indigo, Paints, Oil, Pitch, 
Tar, and Cordage. 


1836 




140 


150 


250 




" 


454 





Observ \tions. This market does not embrace the foreign trade, which is blended in the Limerick 

accounts, and consists of timber from the British colonies, with a variety of wrecked goods in the 
winter season. Nor does it give more than a few of the principal articles imported from Great Britain, 
several being exempt from coast regulation ; and owing to the facility of steam navigation, the greater 
part of the goods are imported to Limerick, and by canal from Dublin. 
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Appendix D. 
Kilrush. 

Letter from Mr. 
O’Brien, Agent to 
the Inland Steam 
Navigation Com- 
pany. 



Years. 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Oats. 


Beans. 


Flonr. 


Butter. 


Potatoes 


Hay. 


SUNDRIES. 




Barrels. 


Barrels. 


Barrels. 


Barrels 


Tons. 


Cwt. 


Tons. 


Tons 




1826 


_ 


_ 


20,234 














1827 


33 


- 


19,289 


_ 






_ 






1828 


- 


500 


20,998 


_ 


_ 


_ 


120 








- 


2,220 


16,795 


_ 


20 


20 1 








1830 


- 


11,121 


15,746 


— 


- 


_ 


_ 


50 






- 


5,417 


30,309 


■- 


- 




_ 


_ ; 


94 Marble blocks. 


1832 




5,045 


41,363 


_ 


14 








1833 


6,309 


6,630 


31,796 


- 






_ 








9,553 


10,229 


27,393 


- 


- 


_ 


25 


_ 




1835 




14,034 


19,910 


3,531 


_ 


_ 




600 






3,180 


27,202 


36,898 


2,574 


” 


87 firk. 






20 bags of dried Leaves. 
14 puncheons. 



This Account does not include the shipments made by small traders to Limerick, Cork, &c. 
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Appendix E. 

Act 5 & 6 Will. IV. 
cap. 67. 



Lords of Treasury 
may appoint Com- 
missioners for car- 
rying this Act into 
execution. 



Commissioners ap- 
pointed shall swear 
duly to execute the 
trusts committed to 



Commissioners may 
meet from time to 
time, and employ 
the necessary 
Officers. 



COPY OF ACT 5 & 6 WILLIAM IV. C. 67, FOK THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE NAVIGATION OF THE RIVER SHANNON, (9,4 Septemler, 1835.) 
Whereas the Improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon, from its source in Lough 
Allen, in the count, of Leitrim, to the mouth of the said river, will contribute to the general 
■Prosperity, Commerce, Agr.culture, and Revenue of Ireland, and also tend to the advantage and 
improvement of the respective counties and districts adjoining such Navigation: and whereas Certain 
surveys have been made under the direction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, whereby it appears 
that the whole course of the said river, embracing two hundred and thirty-two miles of continuous 
navigation, may be improved and Ihrown open and rendered effectually navigable by the execution of 
dneis proposed works; and it is expedient that the necessary works should be executed under the 
direction of the Commissioners for the Promotion and Extension of Public Works in Ireland, and 
the control and conservation of such Navigation vested in them ; and that the expenditure attendant 
upon the lmprovement of the said Navigation shall in the first instance (when the Plans, Estimates, 
a.nd specifications for the proposed works, together with the conditions under which such works shall 
be proposed to be executed, shall have been submitted to and approved of by Parliament,) be defrayed 
out of the public revenue, and that one moiety of the sum so advanced, shall be a free grant for 
!,nt IS ? 1 P , r , 0Vemen , t of f cb Navigation, and the other moiety repaid by twelve half-yearly instalments 
out of the surplus of the produce of such tolls as may accrue from the said Navigation, after 
the . ex F n ses^ of maintaining the said Navigation; and incase the surplus of such tolls 
ould prove insufficient in any year to pay the annual instalment then due, that the deficit shall be 
a f , g00d 7 , a , al Rate or Assesment upon the counties and districts adjoining such Navigation, 

, " e " e ^? d b y the improvement thereof, in such shares and proportions as may be fixed and 
t t 1 Ii,l:" lnannC T -f ™ e ". tl0ned > wording to the particular extent of benefit arising out 

anrl wLr P f ™ ent ° f ,- thc sald Navigation to each of the said counties and districts respectively: 
and whereas it is expedient, with a view to the Improvement of the said Navigation in the most 
ihonlTb* ' eCtUa ’, and economical manner, that the works necessary to be executed for that purpose 
Sr! n? P T! y f Certa ,T C ’ ? lld a " Rst i ln ate made of the Expense attendant thereon, and of 
Fisher?or q n(b ed paid fo F th ? Compensation of the several persons possessed of any right of 

mZf r , r ? m anywise injured or prejudiced by the said proposed works, and for the 
purchase of any ands or tenements required to be taken for the erection of Wharfs, Piers, Land- 
V °i? er i PfP 0Ses co'mected with the said Navigation: be it therefore enacted by the 
^dTommr,^ XC -° ***** l’ Wlth the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and mlv K l f P t r f e T Rarl * amCn - assembled > and by the authority of the same, that it shall 
TAa t W f ? r h A L °l - Commissioners ° f His Ma J est y’ s Treasury, or any three or more 
o thorn, bj Warrant under their hands, to constitute and appoint three or more persons to be 
SThTs^NW t f epUrp °f ° f ascerla ming the works necessary to be executed for the P improvement 
of the said Navigation, and_ making an estimate of the expense thereof, and inquiring into and 
and 6 hT3 A*" P . r ,° P ? rtlons ln whlc , h the sevei- al counties and districts adjacent to luch Navigation 
and benefited by the improvement thereof should contribute towards making good the proportion of 

b f GfeCt ° f the T P J U n t0Us ai ’ isin ° fr ° m SUch Ration being Adequate 

purposes of this J ct herein - before mentioned, fall upon such counties and districts, and for the other 

thorn" i ndbe f e , na . c 7 d ’ tha ! the sa5d Commissioners so to be appointed under this Act shall each of 
^ 1 lETrV 0 hlS en / enng f U| i? n tb ° execution of such Commission, take an oath before one of 
he Justices or Barons of one of His Majesty’s Superior Courts of Record at Dublin (which oath 
they are hereby respectively authorized to administer) of the tenor herein-after following; (that is to say,) 

‘ 'S’ d ° SW ?i» that 1 will { aithfull y and impartially, according to the best of my judgment, 

t Ms Acty ^ SGVera 1 ° WerS 3nd TrUStS VeSted ^ me by an Act ’ intitulcd ihere set out the Title of 

e "? Cte \ ft** tbe said Commissioners may meet and sit from time to time in such 
place or places as they shall find most convenient, with or without adjournment; and that all acts 
matters, and things which the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act Tre bfthis let 
authorized to do or execute may be done and executed by any three or more of them ; and 7 that they 
shall and may, , with the consent and approbation , of the said Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 7 
employ such Officers as they may find necessary, and that all and every the Persons so employed S 
any such capacity may from time to time be dismissed at the pleasure of the said Commissioners, 
and any other person or persons, with the like consent and approbation, appointed in his or their stead. 
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IV. And be it enacted, that the several Surveys, Maps, and Plans, heretofore made, under the 
direction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, of the said Navigation, and all other Papers and Docu- 
ments relating to the same and material to the purposes of this Act, shall be delivered to the said 
Commissioners to be appointed under this Act, and that they shall take the same into their consider- 
ation, and cause such other Surveys, Maps, Plans, and Sections as they shall find necessary to be 
made, and inquire into and ascertain, by the examination of witnesses and all such other ways and 
means as they shall think proper, the most elfectual and judicious mode of improving the said 
Navigation, and of opening and clearing the said River Shannon from its source to the Sea, and of 
carrying into execution all such works as they shall find necessary in relation thereto ; and shall 
likewise ascertain the proper and convenient places for the formation of such Havens, Piers, Wharfs, 
and Landing Places as they shall think necessary, distinguishing such of them as ought to form part 
of the works to be undertaken in pursuance of this Act under the direction of the said Commissioners 
for the Promotion and Extension of Public Works in Ireland, and such of them as may be conveniently 
left to individual enterprise ; and, having made such inquiry, the said Commissioners for the execution 
of this Act shall, if necessary, make out a Plan and Estimate, with proper Plans, Maps, Drawings, and 
Sections, and Elevations thereto attached, showing and describing the said Navigation and the several 
works proper in their judgment to be executed for the clearing and improving the same, and for 
confining the waters thereof, and preventing the inundation of the contiguous lands, and the proper 
places for the erection of Toll Houses ; and it shall be lawful for the said Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury from time to time to give such orders and directions as they shall think proper, defining 
the duties of the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act in respect of such matters, and 
the extent of their inquiries : and the said Commissioners for the Execution of this Act shall obey 
and observe all such orders and directions as aforesaid which shall from time to time be signified to 
them by the said Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

V. And be it enacted, that for the purposes of such Survey and Inquiry, or any other of the purposes 
of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act, by 
themselves, their Surveyors, Engineers, Agents, Officers, and Workmen, to enter upon any lands or 
premises being near or contiguous to the said River Shannon, or any of the Rivers or Streams 
connected therewith, and if necessary to dig or bore therein ; and that for the purposes aforesaid it 
shall be in like manner lawful for the said Commissioners for the Execution of this Act, their Sur- 
veyors, Engineers, Agents, Officers, and Workmen, to raise and examine any Weir, Sluice, or Flood 
Gate erected in or upon the said River Shannon or any other of the Rivers or Streams aforesaid, 
and to make any Soundings, or bore the bed or channel of any part of the said River Shannon, or 
of any Rivers or Streams, or Mill Course or Dam connected therewith, in what Person, Company, or 
Corporation soever the Navigation, Control, Direction, or Property in such River or Stream, or Mill 
Course or Dam, may be in anywise vested. 

VI. And be it enacted, that the said Commissioners for the Execution of this Act, having ascer- 
tained and determined upon the works proper in their judgment to be executed for t-he purpose of 
improving and completing the said Navigation, shall prepare a Schedule, with such Maps and Plans 
thereto attached as may be necessary* showing and describing the Lands, Tenements, or Heredita- 
ments required to be taken for the purposes of this Act, and the Mills, Weirs, Fisheries, or other 
rights or franchises, so far as they may be known to the said Commissioners, liable to be anywise 
injuriously affected by the proposed works, and shall cause copies thereof to be made and deposited in 
such and so many convenient places in the vicinity of such Navigation, and of the premises mentioned 
in such Schedule as they shall think proper, there to remain open to public inspection at all reasonable 
times for three successive weeks, and shall cause Notices of the place or places where the same may 
be deposited to be posted in the usual places for posting Grand Jury Notices in each adjacent Barony 
or Half Barony, and shall also cause a like Notice to be inserted once in each week for three succes- 
sive weeks in the Dublin Gazette, and in some one or more Newspapers circulating in the neighbour- 
hood of such Navigation; and the said Commissioners shall also cause a Notice in Writing to bo 
delivered to or left at the usual place of abode of the Owners or Occupiers or reputed Owners or 
Occupiers (where the same may be known to the said Commissioners) of all such Lands, Tenements, 
and Hereditaments, Mills, Weirs, Fisheries, or other rights or franchises required to be taken for or 
liable to be injuriously affected by the said proposed works, requiring such Owners and Occupiers to 
prefer their respective claims before the said Commissioners for the value of such property, or the 
compensation to be allowed for any prejudice or injury resulting thereto from such works. 

VII. And be it enacted, that any person having or claiming to have any right, title, or interest m 
or to any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, Mill, W'eir, Fishery, or other right or franchise liable 
to be in anywise injured or damaged by the said proposed works, or required to.be taken for the 
purposes thereof, whether the same shall be included in the said Schedule or otherwise, shall and may, 
within such time and in such manner and form as the said Commissioners for the Execution of this 
Act shall -by some general rules to be by them framed and published, notify and appoint, apply to the 
said Commissioners, stating the value of their respective properties, and claiming the same, or the 
compensation to be allowed for any injury or damage resulting, or which may result thereto from such 
works ; and the said Commissioners shall proceed in the manner prescribed by such general rules to 
be by them established as aforesaid, to inquire into and adjudicate upon such claims, and shall, after 
due inquiry and examination, assess and declare the value of the several Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments required to be purchased for the purposes of the said works so proposed to be executed 
for the improvement and completion of the said Navigation, and the amount of compensation to be 
allowed to the Owners of any Mill, Weir, Fishery, or other right or franchise of what nature soever, 
necessary to be extinguished or liable to be anywise injuriously affected by such works, and shall fix 
such value or compensation as of an estate in Fee Simple or the absolute and entire estate and 
interest therein, without specifying the person or persons entitled to or interested therein, or the 
value of their respective shares and interest, or the amount of compensation due to them severally ; 
and having ascertained and declared the value of such Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, and the 
amount of such compensation in each such case as aforesaid, the said Commissioners for the Execution 
of this Act shall by public advertisement and otherwise, as the said Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury shall direct, notify and appoint a time and place for the confirmation of their said Award 
and Adjudication, and shall attend at such time and place, and shall thereat or at some adjournment 
therefrom proceed in open Court to declare such award and adjudication on each case, and hear all 
such objections which may be offered thereto by any person whatsoever, and receive all such evidence 
as they shall find pertinent and proper, and amend or confirm and finally settle each such award and 
adjudication accordingly. 



Appendix E. 

Act 5 & 6 Will. IV. 
cap. 67. 

Commissioners to 
arrange the mode 
of improving the 
Shannon, and pre- 
pare Plans, &c. to 
be laid before the 
Treasury. 



Commissioners may 
enter lands, &e. for 
the purposes of this 
Act. 



Commissioners to 
prepare a Schedule 
of lands, &c. to be 
taken for the pur- 
poses of this Act, 
which shall be left 
open for inspection 
at certain places, 
and notice given 
thereof. 



Commissioners to 
adjudicate upon 
claims for damages, 
&c. arising under 
the execution of 
this Act. 
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Act 6 *6 Will. IV 
cap. 67. 
Commissioners 
shall adjudicate 
upon the propor- 
tions of expense to 
be borne by the 
counties, <fcc. bene- 
fited under this Act. 



Commissioners 
authorized to take 
examinations on 
oath. 



Commissioners may 
compel the attend- 
ance and examina- 
tion of witnesses. 
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Appendix E. A nd b ° enacted, that at some time previous to the said Court so to be holden by the said 

th?nk n ^ ^ ** sha11 * a » -ays arid means as fhey shall 
think necessary, inquiring into and ascertaining the several Counties, or parts of Counties through 
rmar to which the said Navigation may pass, and which are likely to derive benefit from the 8 said 
and thrown open, or from any work proposed to be executed by the said 
Commissioners, a.nd shall ascertain and determine the proportions in which such benefit is likelv to 
STultL 0 8 £ds C rrk l° r , Par / S - 0f Coun |.‘es respectively ; and in case they luld find Kny 
confined to Sr , d . eme P ecuha T bcnef,t from the Waters of such Navigation being 

Dec u liar 1# on nfi ? 'f ' “ S ° *? t0 r , eI,e , ve such latlds from inundation, or are likely to derive 

P , r ° P0S W T k ’ the u s , a;d Commissioners shall assign the particular share 
or proportion of benefit likely to accrue to such lands; and having so fixed and ascertained such 
proportion as aforesaid, the said Commissioners shall, at such open Court to be holden as aforesaid 
proceed to declare such proportions, and hear all such proper and pertinent evidence as shall be offered’ 

IX 7ndt r -t n f e M eret °’ W r rdan£ ' 4*$** npo P n such propoZZ ^ 

IX. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners for the Execution of this Act mav 
examine upon Oath or Affirmation (which Oath or Affirmation they or any one or two of them a/e 

d ‘ I'r 'I h0 ;'"“ be, ” e U,e m °,obe ” 

Majesty s superior courts at Westminster or Dublin, and certified and transmitted to [he said 
Commissioners under the hand and seal of such Justice or Magistrate or Jud-e respectively (and 
5 t ° r a * n y atlon ever y such Justice or Magistrate shall be and is hereby authorized and 
S 1h ” dffiZZU provided \. tl,,t affidavit daposition “h„e S W 

Ka S her abode thu party tuak.ng such affidav.t or deposition and the particular place of 

X. And be it further enacted, that the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act shall be 
and are heteby authorized by a Summons under their hands, or under the hands of any three of them 
to require the attendance before them, by a time to be in such summons for that purpose^ S’ 
° f “V 8 , °- pers °? compel0nt ' ” w hom such Commissioners may have reason to believe to be 
f d‘V" “jqeestion or matter depending before them torching or con! 

ZZf o ,h Na T/°’ ” lh ” val “ e,>f ,he PtemiM required lobe taken for theVurpZ 
thereof, or the amount of any compensation as aforesaid ; and if any person upon whom fnvsuch 
Summons shall be served by the actual delivery thereof to him or hi or by the leading thereof af 
I?!?, °, r A her ““I ? aCe ,? f abode » 1 shaU wlthout reasonable cause to be allowed by such Commissioners 
fad to appear before them at the time and place in such summons for that purpose mentioned 
appearing shall refuse to be sworn or to make his or her solemn affirmation, TtL ca!e m”v be m 
having been so sworn, or having made such affirmation, shall not make answer to any such questions 
js may by the said Commissioners be proposed to him or her touching any matter or th hi dS“ 
before them under the provisions of this Act, or shall refuse or fail to produce and exhibif toThe lid 
Commisstoners any such papers and documents relating to any question, matter, or Zg depend?™ 

sut ffis d LhTe?ZZ“, , *>.V the™ be called for orVequired,’ every such pemon sh“l S 

depending in His Majesty’s Zrt LZ.luS 

Court for imposing or causing to be levied and recovered any Fines or Penalties incurred h! aw 
ref “ S “ S *° b<! “ d *° P™ erid »“ *>'» trial of Jj 

affidavit or deposition tut before mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give false evidence Z shall 
in such affirmation affidavit, or deposition wilfully or corruptly swem, affirm. 

or thing which shall be false or untrue, every such person or persons so offending, and“beint[ thereof 
duly convicted, shall be and is and are hereby declared to be subject and liable to the mins and 

Su7bet g p =rd™ ied of w,lfo1 “ ni “ rrapt ^ * -»■ 

XU. And be it enacted, that the said Commissioners shall, with all convenient speed after the 
completion of the several duties herein-before appointed to be executed by them under this Act 
prepare a Plan, Estimate, and Specification, with proper Maps and Schedules thereto attached, of the 
everal works proper in their judgment to be executed for the improvement and completion of the said 
Navigation, and the erection of Toll Houses thereon, and the expense of e«ec5S2* S!d 

e ^;:r h T °- ^ oases ’ mcludln 8 and distinguishing the sums required to be paid for the purchase 
shaft X f qUir l ? T the r rp0SeS 0f , - h f Said Nav '8 ation > and ,to be paid as compensating 
Sta in??!, snch Planas they may think advisable for the levying and collecting prope? tolls' 
(statm 0 the amount thereof) upon the said Navigation for the maintenance of the same, Ld for the 
repayment of the moiety of the advances to be made as herein-before recited for the improvement 
and completion of the said Navigation, and shall transmit such Plans, Maps, Specifications, Estimates 
Awards, and Adjudications, and plan for tolls to the said Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury’ 
staff* a Rep °.f on .® uch meters concerning the improvement of such Navigation, and the 

state of the same, as the said Lords Commissioners shall dir. d ; and the said Lords Commissioners 
be* then ^ doC , ume, i ts before bo Rouses of Parliament, if Parliament 

8 \h ?d t f I ar ,a T e t® "“u th<3n SlUing ’ such ,ents shali be laid be fore the said 
I wo Houses within fourteen days after the commencement of, , hen next Session of Parliament. * 



Penalties for swear 
ing falsely before 
Commissioners, <£c, 



Commissioners 
shall transmit all 
documents con- 
nected with the 
execution of this 
Act to Lords of 
Treasury, who 
shall cause the 
same to be laid 
before Parliament. 
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APPENDIX F. 

INSTRUCTIONS given to the Commissioners appointed under the 5th & 6th Will. IV. c. 67, Appendix F. 

for the Improvement of the River Shannon ; with the Date of their Appointment, and the 

Date of their First Meeting in their capacity of Commissioners. Instructions to- 

Commissioner 

TREASURY MINUTE, Dated 24th November, 1835. 

My Lords read the Act of the last Session for the Improvement of the River Shannon, and also 
the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the same subject, ordered to be 
printed on the 29th July, 1834; they have also before them the Reports of Captain Mudge and 
Mr. Rhodes. 5 & 6 Will. 4, c. 67. 

My Lords advert to the preamble of the 5th and 6th William IV., in which it is recited that the 
Improvement of the River Shannon from its source to the mouth will greatly contribute to the general Sess. Papers, No- 
prosperity of the commerce, agriculture, and revenue of Ireland, and also to the advantage aijd 532, 1834. 
improvement of the counties and districts adjoining such Navigation, and that an expenditure necessary 
to effect such improvement shall, when the surveys, estimates, and conditions are approved of by 
Parliament, be carried into effect out of the public revenue, one-half of such expenditure being 
afterwards repaid by the districts interested. 

Under the provisions of this Statute, this Board is hound to appoint three or more Commissioners 
to carry into effect the objects of the hereinbefore recited Act, and more especially, 

1. To ascertain the works necessary to be executed for the improvement of the Navigation of the 
River Shannon. 

2. To mak^e'stimates of the expenses of such works. 

3. To determine the districts or counties which may be considered directly benefited by these 
improvements. 

4. To consider in what proportion the counties or districts so benefited may justly be made to 
contribute to the repayment of advances made by the public. 

5 . To inquire into and adjudicate upon claims for compensation, taking into account not only the 
loss which particular owners or occupiers may sustain by the proposed works, or any part thereof, 
but the benefit which may accrue to such owners or occupiers by the improvement of the Navigation. 

6. To determine the amount of toll which ought hereafter to be imposed on the Shannon Naviga- 
tion when improved, for maintaining such improvements and repaying the sums advanced* 

7. To ascertain the proper places for the formation of necessary havens, piers, wharfs, and landing 
places ; distinguishing such as ought to form part of the intended works from such as may justly be 
left to individual enterprize. 

My Lords, considering the important duties which are thus prescribed to the future Commissioners, 
have felt the utmost anxiety to select persons who from character, professional skill, experience, and 
habits of business, are most competent to carry into effect the intentions of the Legislature, 
unswayed by any local bias or interest. With these views My Lords have selected, and by this 
Minute do constitute and appoint the following persons to be Commissioners, under the provisions 
of the 5th and 6th Will. IV. c. 67. 

Colonel J. F. Burgoyne, of His Majesty’s Royal Engineers, First Commissioner of Public 
Works, to be Chairman of the new Board. 

Captain Jones, Royal Engineers. 

Richard Griffith, Esq. Civil Engineer. 

W. Cubitt, Esq. Civil Engineer. 

T. Rhodes, Esq. Civil Engineer. 

Write to Colonel Burgoyne for the purpose of notifying to him his appointment, directing him to 
iflake the same known to the other Commissioners ; and request him to take the most immediate 
steps for carrying the intentions of the Board into effect, as it is the earnest desire of My Lords 
that the whole question should be brought before Parliament early in the ensuing Session. 

Let copies of all the Papers and Reports on the subject of the Improvement of the River 
Shannon, together with the original surveys, plans, maps, and estimates, where the ' same are 
necessary for the purposes of this Minute, be placed in the hands of Colonel Burgoyne for the 
use of the Commissioners. 

Transmit also a copy of the Act 5th & 6th Will. IV. for their guidance. 

My Lords conceive that these documents will furnish the Commissioners with a great mass of 
valuable information, both in relation to the present state of the river, and to the plans which may 
be adopted for its improvement. These plans the Commissioners will carefully consider; adopting, 
rejecting, or modifying them, should they think fit so to do upon deliberate and careful examination 
of the documents, and after an early and careful inspection of the river and the districts adjacent, 
where it may be required. For the executive purposes of survey it may be necessary to employ 
subordinate officers and workmen, with respect to whom and to the rates of remuneration it is My 
Lords’ pleasure that the opinion of Colonel Burgoyne should be communicated to this Board, and 
they desire that this branch of the expenditure may be kept within as narrow bounds as is consis- 
tent with a due discharge of the duties of the Commission. 

My Lords feel themselves bound to direct the attention of the Commissioners specially to the 
provisions of the 7th section of the Act, by which they are required to adjudicate upon claims for 
compensation or for damages arising under the execution of the proposed improvements. It is 
stated in the Report of the Select- Committee to be very doubtful whether the owners of such eel- 
weirs as are encroachments on the royalties of the Crown, are entitled to any compensation what- 
ever. In this and in analogous cases it becomes of the most extreme importance that no claim that 
is not shown to be a matter of legal lit, should be entertained as a subject of compensation. The 
Commissioners, when they have cted the facts, will lay them, if necessary, before the law 

officers of the Crown for their opi and will proceed to frame the rules directed to be published 

under which claims for compensat re to be prepared and awards made. For the purpose of 
enabling them to perform effectually these legal functions, My Lords appoint the Crown Solicitor 
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Appendix F. for the Munster Circuit to act as solicitor to the new Board. The Commissioners will seek to impress 

upon the minds of all the parties concerned, the importance that a great national work about to be 

Instructions to undertaken by Parliament with a view to general interests, should not be impeded by any unrea- 
Comm issioners. SO nable claims for compensation on the part of private individuals. My Lords direct the Commis- 
sioners to frame their plans and estimates with the utmost expedition and care, including in such 
estimates the amount of compensation which may be awarded. In the Report which My Lords 
expect to receive on the subject, the Commissioners will include a-statement of any further legislative 
measures which may be considered necessary, and a statement of the time which may be required 
for the completion of the work. 

It is the intention of My Lords, whilst nothing is omitted that is requisite for the substantial and 
permanent character of the works, that the whole should be executed in the most plain and econo- 
mical manner ; all extra expense for decoration and ornament being rejected, as the magnitude and 
importance of the work will, in fact, be its most appropriate ornament. The main object will be to 
establish a good navigation in the Shannon, in no part inferior to that of the two great canals; 
bearing constantly in mind the necessity of providing such additional capabilities as may be necessary 
for the free passage of an appropriate class of steam vessels, suited to the river and lake navigation. 

The Commissioners will seek, .as far as may be practicable, to combine with this main object a 
useful drainage of the neighbouring lands ; and such substitution of new mill sites and water power 
as may be the best compensation for mills, dams, weirs, and watercourses, with which the proposed 
works may interfere. 

The Commissioners will also consider the engagements and liabilities with respect to the Naviga- 
tion entered into by the Grand Canal Company, the extent to which these engagements have or have 
not been fulfilled, the steps that may be recommended thereon, and the recommendation of bringing 
the whole Navigation of the river Shannon under one authority for its maintenance, and management. 

. My Lords will from time to time give the Commissioners such further instructions and authority as 
circumstances may require, and they desire that a letter may be written to Lord Morpeth, commu- 
nicating to him, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the' appointment of this 
Commission, and requesting him to move his Excellency to afford to the Commissioners such assis- 
tance and authority as may appear to him necessary. 

Transmit copies of this Minute to Lord Morpeth, and Colonel Burgoyne. 

Write at. the same time to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and desire he will state to the Master- 
General and Board, that My Lords being desirous to avail themselves of the asstance of Captain H. 
Jones of the Royal Engineers, upon this temporary but important service, their Lordships request 
that he may receive the authority of the Master-General and Board to undertake it, and to proceed 
to Ireland for that purpose. 



THE Commissioners were appointed by the foregoing Minute, dated 24th November, 1835. 

The Minute was received in Dublin on the 30th of November. 

The five Commissioners assembled and sworn in according to the Act of Parliament, and proceeded 
with the service on the 9th December. 

N. B — Several meetings on the business took place between 30th November and 9th December, 
of the different Commissioners as they arrived by degrees in Dublin. 

J. F. BURGOYNE. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 22 nd February , 1836. 



APPENDIX G. 



Appendix G. 



First Report 

op THE 

Commissioners. 



REPORT of the Commissioners appointed pursuant to the Act 5th & 6th Will. IV. c. 67, 
for the Improvement of the Navigation of the River Shannon, ordered by the House 
of Commons to be printed, 28th March, 1836. 

TO THE LORDS OF HIS MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 



Captain Mudge’s 
Report, dated 10th 
December, 1831. 
Mr. Rhodes’s 
Reports, dated 
March 7, 1832, and 
February 2, 1833. 



May it please your Lordships, 

The undersigned Commissioners of the Shannon Navigation, appointed by a Treasury Minute on 
the 24th of November, 1835, and acting under the powers vested in them by 5 & 6 William IV. c. 
67, have to report as follows: 

That . in pursuance of Instructions contained in the aforesaid Treasury Minute, they have lost no 
time in inquiring into and making themselves acquainted with the important subject committed to their 
investigation, by taking a personal view of the whole of the river Shannon from the sea at its mouth, 
to its source in Lough Allen, in order to observe the general state of navigation, and the flooded 
lands on each side during the winter season. 

The result of this inspection in the minds of the Commissioners has been, that it will require at 
least one entire season to enable them to complete a detailed investigation on the several points con- 
nected with the inquiry ; but from what they have seen, and referring to the matter which has been so 
ably set forth, and on such correct principles, by Captain Mudge and Mr. Rhodes, it appears to them 
that the subject may be fairly brought under five separate and distinct heads for consideration, each of 
which would form.an entire subject of itself, and would make a perfect and useful whole independent 
of the others ; and if allowed to treat the subject in this manner, the Commissioners hope to be able 
to investigate into the detail of any one (and perhaps the most important) division, so as to be ready 
to present a definite report and recommendation on it during the present Session of Parliament. 

The necessity for the proposed subdivision originates in the peculiarity of the river Shannon, which 
in different parts presents characters so distinct, that it will be necessary to vary the scale and descrip- 
tion of the navigations to be proposed, so as to suit them to the circumstances of each particular portion. 

That part of the river Shannon comprehended between the Western Headlands at its mouth and the 
City of Limerick, and also the river Fergus to Ennis, will naturally form the first division; these are 
tide rivers, and partake more of the character of great sea estuaries than of rivers. 
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Above Limerick and as far as Killaloe, the river is comparatively rapid, and its breadth is less 
imposing than in the upper portions ; the distance between these points is 15 miles, and the fall is 88 
feet 8 inches ; the navigation is effected partly by the river and partly by side canals with locks. 

But above Killaloe and as far as Tarmonbarry, in the County of Longford, a distance. of 85 miles, 
the fall is but 16 feet 8 inches; here the Shannon rather presents the character of a chain of large and 
deep inland lakes than of an ordinary river. This is, perhaps, the most interesting and important part, 
inasmuch as it passes through the centre of the country, and can be rendered navigable for steam ves- 
sels of a large class at a comparatively moderate expense. This portion comprehends the great Lakes 
of Lough Derg and Lough llhce, and receives the tributary streams of the Scariff, Woodford, Bally- 
shrule, Brusna, and Suck, forming together a vast extent of waters, which at present, with the exception 
of Lough Derg, is very deficient, either as a medium of navigation or of drainage. 

Above Tarmonbarry and as far as Leitrim, a distance of thirty miles, though the river still preserves 
the same character, the lakes are smaller, the connecting river narrower, and the fall more rapid 
than in the foregoing division; while above Leitrim and as far as Lough Allen the river becomes still 
smaller and more rapid, and in these respects resembles the second portion, or that between Limerick 
and Killaloe ; in this part an imperfect Canal has been formed to avoid the rapids of the river. 

In order to bring the whole subject into view, it may be well to state as briefly as possible the nature 
and circumstances of each of the above divisions of the river ; for although the Reports of Captain 
Mudge and Mr. Rhodes give a very correct description of the state of the navigation from one end to 
the other, yet as they are too long to transcribe, and as it has been proved by experience that when- 
ever new means of intercourse have been opened, whether by roads or navigation, an increase in 
agriculture and commerce has followed in a proportion far exceeding what could have been anticipated 
from the expense incurred, the Commissioners deem it best to set forth the state of the Navigation, &c., 
as it appeared to them on a primary view, with their ideas generally as to the best mode and scale of 
improvement, referring to the Reports above mentioned, for the plans and more detailed information 
on the subject. And — 



Division No. 1, Lower Shannon, from the Sea to Limerick, including the 
River Fergus to Clare and Ennis. 

The state of these rivers is very minutely described by Captain Mudge, in his Reports of 1831 ; 
the navigable channels are good, with the exception of a few points, which can be improved at a com- 
paratively small expense ; but they are exceedingly deficient in beacons, buoys, and marks to guide 
vessels in navigating them ; neither is there any conservation of the navigation, nor any funds appli- 
cable for its improvement and maintenance. 

The shores on either side abound with suitable places for small harbours, piers, or landing quays, 
which would be very beneficial to the country, and more particularly since the establishment of daily 
steam packets up and down the Shannon, which by opening an easy, cheap, and expeditious intercourse 
between Limerick and the country on both sides, are calculated to give a great stimulus to internal 
commerce ; but the means of landing and shipping goods and passengers at important stations on either 
side are very deficient, and no considerable trade can be carried on until suitable piers and landing 
wharfs shall have been erected. 

The present feeling of the Commissioners from the first view of the locality is, that to propose and 
lay down any definite plan which should comprise all that is necessary to be done to complete the 
Navigation of the Lower Shannon and Fergus at any given expense would be totally impossible, as the 
operations must, from their nature and causes, be progressive, although there is no doubt that a mode- 
rate sum might be most usefully laid out in improving the Navigation and Harbours of these rivers 
below Limerick and Ennis. 

As regards the question of raising the necessary funds for the above purposes, it appears to the 
Commissioners that as far as the Navigation of the River is concerned in the erection and maintenance 
of beacons and buoys, &c., let the first cost come from what source it may, whether by public grant, 
general or local district assessments, or a combination of all, the conservancy and maintenance thereof 
at least should be defrayed by a fair and equitable tax upon all and every vessel navigating the river. 

For this purpose it would appear advisable to place the conservation of the river Shannon below 
Limerick in the hands of the Limerick Dock Commissioners, giving them the power to punish offenders, 
and authorizing them to levy dues, according to a fixed graduated scale, from all vessels navigating the 
river: and that similar powers be granted to the Commissioners at Ennis respecting the river. 

With respect to the question of Harbours, Piers, and Landing Places, the Commissioners are of 
opinion, that although it would be necessary and publicly useful to establish such at several important 
situations, yet as all other places but those chosen would think themselves equally entitled, and as local 
and individual enterprise should lead in these matters, it appears desirable to establish some just 
regulations for most cases, namely, that as soon as any individual landed proprietor or commercial 
body, or local subscription, or all together, shall come forward with a fund, calling upon the Commis- 
sioners to form a harbour or erect any pier or landing place under the powers of this Act, they will 
decide on the measure, and apportion such additional funds, by way of grant or district assessment, as 
may seem best adapted to the case, under certain rul$s and regulations, which the Commissioners could 
frame for the purpose. 



Division No. 2, Navigation of the Shannon from Limerick to Killaloe. 

In this division a navigation of fifteen miles is effected by means of artificial side cuts or canals, 
with locks capable of passing boats of fifty tons burden, such as navigate the Grand and Royal 
Canals, and being part river and part canal, is subject to all the difficulties and delays of a river 
navigation ; and it appears a question with the Commissioners, whether it would not be better to 
complete it as a canal navigation for the whole distance, rather than to improve the present river and 
cuts ; but as some surveys are requisite to ascertain these facts, and as the subject does not require 
the immediate decision which is called for respecting the other parts of the river, the question must 
stand over till plans and estimates can be prepared, and a detailed recommendation given on the 
subject. 

G 2 
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Division No. 2, 
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Division No. 3, Killaloe to Tarmonbarry. 

This division of the Shannon, in a direct course of eighty-five miles, includes the two great inland 
lakes of Lough Derg and Lough Rhee, and comprises above two hundred miles of coast, with the 
entrances to the Grand and Royal Canals, and the mouths of several rivers, either navigable or capable 
of being easily made so ; it is by far the most important division of the whole, and is worthy of 
immediate and distinct consideration. The Commissioners are decidedly of opinion that its naviga- 
tion may be improved, and the drainage of the adjoining lands effected, upon the principle so ably 
set forth and explained by Mr. Rhodes in his Reports on the subject in 1832, with very little alteration 
or modification of the particular plans laid down by him for each point, but which modification will 
require some additional surveys and researches. To prove the great importance of this portion of 
the Navigation, a return is inserted in the Appendix, showing the great increase of trade and produce 
brought from the Shannon, via Dublin, to Liverpool, during the last three years, being in the half- 
year ending in the present month, more than twelve times the quantity during the half-year ending 
in February, 1833 ; viz., 3,434 sacks of oatmeal and wheat-flour in the half-year ending in February, 
1833 ; and 44,486 sacks of the same in the half-year ending in February, 1836. The City of 
Dublin Steam Navigation Company have several small steam boats which can navigate from Portumna 
Bridge to Athlone (a part of the Navigation at present under the control of the Grand Canal Com- 
pany), and included in this division, but they are not fitted for the navigation of the large lakes, and 
broad waters ; they have also one steamer in Lough Derg, the “ Lady Lansdowne,” a very fine vessel 
of nearly three hundred tons burden, and impelled by engines of one hundred horse power ; this 
vessel can navigate Lough Derg from Killaloe to Portumna Bridge in all weathers, and draw after 
her four large barges each of fifty tons burden, collecting them at the various stations and little 
harbours along the Lough, and delivering them either at Portumna, on their way to the Grand 
Canal, or at Killaloe, on their way to Limerick, as the case may be; and were this” division of the 
river improved as proposed, the same class of steam vessels and the same means for facilitating trade 
and intercourse would be extended from Killaloe to the entrance of the Royal Canal near Tarmon- 
barry, and thus bring into immediate and improved action all the navigations of the river above and 
below those points, even in their present defective state. To effect this great object would require 
two locks only, three weirs, four swing bridges, and the river to be cleared from obstructions ; in 
doing which, many thousand acres of valuable land could be secured from floods, and the agriculture, 
trade, navigation, and intercourse of a vast extent of country greatly improved. 

Such are the general reasons (without going into particulars) which induce the Commissioners to 
look upon this division as the most important part of the inquiry ; and further, from the consideration, 
that if all the other divisions were completed, and this left undone, little or no benefit would be 
effected ; whereas if this were completed, and all the others left in their present state, a great public 
benefit would be gained. r 



Division No. 4, Tarmonbarry to Leitrim. 



This division of the River, which comprises about thirty miles, the Commissioners recommend to 
be improved upon the same principles as the foregoing, but on a smaller scale than that laid down by 
Mr. Rhodes, as a much smaller class of steamers will be capable of conducting the trade through it 
and be amply sufficient for all the present and prospective wants of the country ; and the same advan- 
tages, with regard to the drainage and regulation of the flood waters would be obtained, as if the 
Navigation was on a larger scale. 

Thus these two divisions will be made available for trade by means of tug steam-vessels to tow 
fifty ton barges, similar to those which navigate the Grand and Royal Canals, °and the other portions, 
of the Shannon. r 



Division No. 5, the Canal Navigation from Leitrim to Lough Allen. 



All that is required in this division, is to put the present work in an improved state of repair, and' 
to regulate the flood waters of Lough Allen, and to clear the River, as proposed by Mr. Rhodes. 

Such are the general view's taken by the Commissioners in consequence of their first inspection of 
this important Navigation, the capabilities and extent of which are little known, and less understood.. 
. 10 .” n S the whoIe sub j e ct to a conclusion, according to the tenor of their instructions, would be 
impossible in one season; but with great exertion, and with liberty to turn their attention to and 
give directions for the immediate prosecution of what they conceive to be the most important division 
of the works, viz., from Killaloe to Tarmonbarry, they entertain hopes of being able to come to a 
final report and recommendation on that part before the close of the present Session of Parliament. 

(Signed) J. F. Burgoyne. 

Harry D. Jones. 

Richard Griffith. 

W. Cubitt. 



Dublin, 17th February , 1836. 
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY. 

A Return of the Flour and Oatmeal brought by the Company’s Boats from the Interior and 
River Shannon, for shipment to Liverpool by their St.e nm p.rg. 



DATE. 




Sacks of 








Oatmeal. 


Flour. 


of Sacks. 


1833 


5 February 28 
t August - 31 


Six Months 


1,813 

3,268 


1,621 

2,549 


3,434 

5,817 


1834 


I February 28 




5,563 


6,899 


12,462 


^ August - 31 


» 


5,283 


7,327 


12,610 


1835 


^February 28 


„ 


2,958 


19,990 


22,948 


7 August - 31 




2,129 


18,297 


20,426 




,r u : 


4 Months ending 
31st December, 


| 6,485 


23,173 


29,658 


1836 


February 29 


- 


9,727 


34,759 


44,486 



A Return of Tonnage and Tolls of the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company’s 
Boats plying on the Grand Canal and River Shannon. 



DATE. 


— 


Tonnage. 


Tolls paid to the 
GrandCanal Company. 












£ 




d. 


1829 - 


August 


31 


Six Months 


3,407 


737 


12 


11 


1830 - 


S February 
f August 


28 

31 


- - 


4,721 

6,549 


1,022 

1,417 


5 

17 


4 

6 


1831 - 


^ February 


28 


„ 


7,020 


1,520 


1 


3 


( August 






11,125 


2,408 


11 


10 


1832 - 


{February 


28 




16,649 


3,604 


10 


5 


t August 


31 


„ 


9,138 


1,978 


9 


3 


1833 - 


( F ebruary 


28 


„ 


12,200 


2,641 


9 


4 


j August 


31 




14,119 


3,056 


14 


11 


1834 - 


c February 


28 


„ 


17,134 


3,709 


13 


5 


? August 


31 


„ 


17,429 


3,773 


8 


7 


1835 - 


February 


28 


„ 


20,265 


4,591 


2 


9 


j August 


31 


„ 


20,468 


4,996 


10 


0 






Four Months, ending / 
31st December - £ 


16,318 


3,667 


15 


0 


1836 - 


February 


29 




24,477 


5,501 


12 


6 



Number of Passengers conveyed in the Vessels of the City of Dublin Steam Packet 
Company on the River Shannon. 



In 1834 - 22,295. 

- 1835 31,562. 

By Order, 

(Signed) P. HOWELL. 
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